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Right Horourable the Lord
FINCH,
My Lord,

HE many and Great Vertues,
that make up your Lordfhip’s
Chara&er, for which you are fo Uni-
verfally Efteem’d, have induc’d me td
publith this little Piece under your

ordfhip’s Great Name and Patronage.
~ Confidering the Meannefs of the
Performance, I would not have pre-
fum’d thus far, had it not been for
v the Digpity and Importaace of the
> Subje it treats upon, and the Ufeful-
i mefs of the Defign, tis publifh’d with. .
. I was willing to think a Treatife of
> this kind, fetting forth the Natural
\  Notions of Government from the Fun-
~. damental Principles of Society, could
! not be difagreeable to a Statefman,
~ ‘and as it is defign’d t6 quiet Peoples
Minds in relation to our prefent Happy
Settlement, I could not fuppofe it
wotild be unacceptable to a Patviat
Both which are Charatkers, Thax fesws



The Dedication.

to be Intail'd upon zﬁat ‘Noble Family,
and they are fo Largely Inherited by
your Lordfhip, that there is nothing
wanting, but the like Opportunity to
Exert your Great Abilities, to make
your Lordfhip equal, even to my
Lord Prefident Himfelf, whom no one
can exceed in any Thing, that is truly
Honourable.

And whilft we fee the Spirit and Ge-
nius of a Nottingham, appearing with
fo much Vigour and Advantage in your
" Lordfhip, I hope, ’tis a pardonable
Freedom in a Clergy-man, to Sue to
your Lordfhip for Protettion, in whom
we Naturally expect to find a Common
Patron to us All.

. I could wifh the Book were more
deferving of your Lordfhip’s Counte-
. nance, than I am fenfiblé it is : But as
it is the Firft, (that I know of ) of its
Kind, and I hope may be Ufeful to tlie
- Publick, I beg your Lordfhip’s Favour-
dble Reception of it, and am with all
Duty and Refpect;

My Lorl,
Touy Lordfbip’s moft Humble

\ and moft Obedient Servant;
) Tho, Burnett.



THE

PREFACE

His Treatife fets before the Reader

4 little Syftem of Political Phi-
lofophy, to explain and demonfirate the
Notion of Government ; Which as it is
often of wery dangerous Confequence for
Men to be miftaken in; [0 is it of equal
Irsportance to Society, to have it rightly
and perfectly anderftood : The Way to at-
tain this with any Certainty, is to fix
it upon certain and undeniable Principlés,
and if from a due Application of thofe
general Truths to particular Cafes, like
the Artificers Square and Rule to bis
Work, we find fuch & Nataral Relition
and Agreement, as will [olve all the [everal
Phoenomena of the Point, we cannot wnch
fail of what we aim at.

. ““‘



The PREFACE.

This was what 1 propos’d to my [el
refolving to lay aﬁd}: fﬂ Prejudt'cyé];;afa’l
Partialsty, and to follow the Freedom of
my owm Thoughts, to fec whether Reafon
alone would condult ws, if it were [in-
cerely lifined to, And this Method I
have all along purfued, and from the Fun-
“damental Principles of Socsety, which all
Men aniverfally agree iny, 1 hive been
naturally led on, as by aThread, thro’ that
intricate Maze of Erroar and Confufion,
with which this Subject is intangled, to an
Uniform Confiftent Scheme of Notions, fuch
as will anfwer all the Occafions of Govers-
.ment, apd account for all the Difficulties
of it, And for this Reafon, as 1 think

bave found the Truth, that has been
o much fought and inquird after ; o 1
prefems it to she Reader juft as I found
st, without any other Drefs or Ornament,
‘but that of its own Native Beduty and
Simplicity,

And this 1have chofen to doon Pur-
pofe, thar is nsight carry the clearer E-
vidence end Conviition along with it :
For the Forming a right Notion of Truth,
is like taking the juff Proportiom of a
Body; the oj) Way to do 1t; isto firip
it of its Drefs, and view it in its naked
Form. Bus



The PREFACE

But however plain and demonfirative
thefe Notions ma) feem to me, yet 1
fbould not have wemtur'd themto the
Prefs, bad they not appear’d as Rational
t0 others, and thefe too not only Men of
Learning and Judgment, but of comtra
Parties and Opinions in this Contro*ue;]?.

For to publifb ones Thoughts in Matters
of Difpate, is but like (tripping to ran the
Gantelope, where every one that differs in
his Opinion, will be fure to condemn you o
Errour, and feldom fails to lafb you fea
verely for i¢. This Hazard 1 had beew
wery careful to avoid, had I not been
Jenfible of the abfolute Neceffity there is of
fome fuch Treatife as this at this Time,
when fo much Pains bas been taken to
unfertle Peoples Minds, axnd [ow the Seeds
of Rebellion and Difcontent amongft us 5
When open Astempts are made to bring
in the Pretender to the utmost Hazard
of our Religion and Liberties, by expofin
:}C to Popefy and Arbitrary ’Péywer,P f‘;ﬁ
that too by the Means of an Inteftine War,.
&y which the Nation maft have been ip-
volv’d ‘in Blood and Ruin 3 And all this
under a Prerence of s Title, which the
Laws have fer afide, and themfelves bave
wany of ‘em abjur'd, and againft the E-

ffabli@ 4
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fablifl’d Right of a Prince, endued with
- alb the Great and Noble Qualities that
can make any Primce a Blelfing ; who can
have no other Views, nor any other Interef?,
but to make us a Flourifbing and Hippy
People :  And when we hear Men every
Day juftifying thefe Attempts, and lament-
ing the Misfortane of their Difappoint-
ment, as if they long’d like the Ifraelites
2o be in Egypt again ; It concerns every
ove at this Time efpecially, who has any
true Regard for the Protefiant Relifioa,'
or. the -Inteveft of his Country, to bring
an what Affiftance he is able, to the Main:
tenance and Support of that Happy Settle-
ment, apon which oar prefent. Peace and
Juture Safety, and all the other valuable
Bleffings of Society do intirely under God
depend.  This is the chief End of pube
fliing thefe Papers, and if they will in
any. wife contribute to ity either by [ettling
the Notions of fuch as are in doubt, or
Jetting thofe right who are mifiaken, or
reducing shofe that are mifled, 1 [ball think
my Lime and Labour well imploy’d, and
wy [elf very. Happy in having been the
dnftrument of fo mach Good- to them and
oy Country, ' -

AN



AN
ESSAY
| UPON |

- Government, &.

SesexassY Defign in the followir

'g %3 K "Papersgis, to endeaVourr:%
2EMHs eftablimh a right Norion of
2L Government from natural
and certain Principles ; a Work at firft
Yiew not very eafy to be done, confi-
dering how much Men differ on this
Subjet, and how intricate and intang-
led they have made it.

B Amongds

~
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Amongft the many that have wrote
upon this Point, there are but few,
who ai%rge in the fame Scheme, and
imonﬁ, the many Schemes that have
been drawn, I'doubt ther¢ ate hard}
dny, which are not imbarrafs’d wiﬁﬂ
foie obffinate Difficulty, that the Au-
dhor woald be glad to be fairly rid of.

The feveral Notions of Government.

As to the late Civil Wars, ’tis pretty
well known, what Notions of Govern-
ment went current in thofe Days. When
. Monarchy was to "be {ubverted, we
know what was neceffary to- juftify
the Fa& ; and then, becaufe it was con-
venient for their Purpofe, it was un-
doubtedly true in the Nature of Things,
That Governmens had its ‘Original from
the People, and the Prince was only their
Trufice, to execute the Uffice they had put
into his Fand, which thgy- might refume
-when tbqy ]aw ﬁt.' .

This was the Do&rine that was com-
monly receiv’d, and the only Doétrine
that relifh’d 1o thofe Times.. =~

" But afterwards,when Monarchy took
its Place apain, and ‘a new Scene of
Things appear'd upon the Stage, an-
_ . . ~ other
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other Notion of ‘ngcm.rn.c.nt camg in
Fafhion, Ther Govergment had, its Ori-
ginal entirely from God, and the Prince
was gscountable to nome bus Him ; fo that
des Hiup do.whpt b would, be was npt to
be oppos’d, azd what Injury foever we might
fufer by Him, we muff wast for a Redrefs,
till the Day of Judgment. :

. Then Princes were tuti Imperii Ma- .
jeftate, their Majefty was ihéir Protetion,
and their Charaifer their Sanifuary, and
as they. were intrafted by pope but God, o
there was nothing left for Subjects, but
the Glary of okeyimg.  'Ehefe Notions of
Goverpment went glibly down, accord-
ing to the Times they were vented i,

And now upon another Turn of
Things, when. People have a Liberty
tojpeak ont, a new Set of Notions is
- adyanced ; now. Paffive Obedience i all &
& Miftake, and inflead of being « Dutyto
fuffer Opprelfion, *tis & Glorious ACF to
refift it ; andinftead of leaving Injuries to .
be “redrefs’d by God, we have & Natural
Right so relieve our felves. -

Now amidft thefe Contradittions,
which have each been manag’d with
-Art and Dexterjty, ‘tis hard to find
- where the Truth lies. Each Notion
has paft for true Sterling in itg sy

. B a : TAX
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and if we were to judge by the famé
Rule, that fuch Principles are too com-
monly feceiv’d by, we muft then judge
according to our Intereft, and according
to the Humour of the Times we live
in ; and tho® we may not ha%pen to be
right, yet'we fha]l generally be allow’d
to be -fo, and we are {ure to be of the
ftrongeft Side. L .
" But after all, there isa Right and a
Wrong, however Prejudice or Intereft
has perplex’d and intangled them, and
as it will be a very fair Step to the Dif-
covery of the Right, -if we can find what
Notions are wrong, fo I will endeavour
to fay down fome Propofitions as Rules
“for this Pdtpofe, by which we may
form.a certain Judgment, and when
‘we'Mave by this means clear’d away
the Rubbifh, we may the more eafily
“find the Jewel, that lies buried in fuch
.a Heap of Confufion.

Prin_ciple: fo be grl'm'ted.

Now thefe Rules I'will build upon
“fuch Principles only, as the greateft
~Part, if not, all Mankind are agreed
.in: And thercfore T will take 1t for
‘granted, -

' Principle
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U Priwgple T

Ficft; That as. the, Wifdom . of . God
made the World for fome End, Ja what-
ever that End,was, it i1s the Duty of
every Man to pusfye it to his Power, -

RN Sl

adly, That whatever Means e ifi
the Nature of. ’Ihig% neceflary to that
End, the fatheare fo many Laws, and
Rules of Action; aad fo many nr,g:,qg{ary
and patural Duties t0 be’ 6bf¢f‘\i d in
the Purfuit of that Ead, = ™ .0~

'Prt:ac.?['.'l?;."-i,lll. S

- '3dly, That Means, .as fuch, are on-
ly for the Sake of the End,. and by
Confequence as the End mufl p¢ more
valuable than the Means, fo'the Value
of the Means muft rife or fall, and
our Duty and Qbligation to make Ufe
of 'em, muft be greater or lefs, accord-
ing as they are more or lefs. neceflary
to the End: And if o, from hence i
will follow, A T

B3 That
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‘That when any Thi(;F; which is in
its own Natute a necéffary Means to
an End, fhall by being applied in fuch
ahd fidh a- Mihner, prove deftfuétive
of that End; fb far as it is our Duty
to plifthe thé End, fo: far it is our
Dty o' réjett that-Application.

Thefe are fuch Principles as few will
difallow ; and-I befievé it will hardly
be denied me further, |

L pp T

- yeB Tk theé ¥nd for, witfichi Glod
iiade ghe*wan&; was to do Good; of
in other Words, thar tvéty Thing
might be Haggy according to its Na-
ture, and by- €bnfetjence as Mankind
gze o&; _fglc;;lg; Natgre, and cannot
' ority: F y ‘Wwithout Sbciéty, it
At Have beiﬁ"on&' End of tﬁa:?' Wit
drti, that thade ts for our Happinés,
that wé ‘fHould be united in Sociéty,
itid dhercfore it muft Be onr Duty
1ot oty o fupport Yociety, but to do
it th fach a Way, as is thoft for its
appinés. (Ste Pfinciple L) - Atid
therefore all- Notions muft be falfe,
and all Altions unlawful, thit: tel:rd
.- iws - elther

FYREN ;: i
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éither- to the Deﬂruaion or Mifery of
800!&Y6 . :

Primiple' V

sthly, By the Happinefs of Society
is to be meant chiefly, the Security
of every onés Rights and Properties.

Pmmple Vi.

4 wxl] take it for granted, and | be-
heve moft Men ate Pretty well ag
that Government is neceflary ro-the
Happineh of Society, and by Canfe-
quence it muft be an mdlfpenf le
‘Truth, that Government ought tq be
rhaintaie’d, {Principle L) And there-
fore thele Notions og Government muft
be falfc, and thofe Aftions unhawful,
whick tend to the Deftrn&ion  of Go-
vernment, that is, which tend to the
riizking of Government precarious, and
the introducin Diforder and Cenfu.-
hon. And if é)

- Then, fhould we fo far aﬁnbe the
Power of the Government ta the Peos
ple, as to give them a Right to: refume
i, when théy pleafe, as 3115 would un-
doubtcdiy make Goverhnrent precari-
B 4 IN\\C
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ous, and tend .to Civil Difcord -and
Confufion, this Notion muft neceffarily
be falfe, and fuch an A&ion of the
People unlawful. - But then S

Prim;iple VII

" gthly, As Government is only a
Means to an End, dnd as the End is
to be preferr’d before the Means, fo
it muft by Confequencé ‘be a certain
Truth, That in Goverament the End
muft chiefly be 'fefgardstd_.. and there:
fore that Notiop of Government muft
be falfe, and. that A&ion unlawful;
which is contrary to the End and Rea-
fon of Government. - ... -
~ And-as all Men, I fuppofe, will a-
gree in this, that the En@ of Govern-
ment is the Happinefs of. Society ; That
Notion of Government muit Ke falfe,
and that A&ion unlawful, that is con.
itfx:z}{y tothe Happinefs of Society, And
0 . Lo

* Then, fhould Government be fo far
afcribd to God, as td give. the Prince
an abfolute Authority over his People; -
to difpofe of their Rights, as. he fees
fit, without any Power in the People
to, oppof¢ if; as this muft make thg
e T " Happi-
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Happinefs of Society precarious, and
tend to their utter Mifery and Ruin,
this Notion muft neceflarily be falfe,

But yet for the fame Reafon, -

Prinsiple NIII,

8thly, Should a Refiftance of Gover-
nors be f far allow’d, that upon every
mere Pretence of Oppreffion, or indeed
upon every real hgjury, it may belaw-
ful for Subjetts to'refilt ; as this would
‘not only make Government precarious,
but would hazard the Peace and Hap-

— pinefs of Society, “this Notion muft
Confequence be falfe, and that R
ftance unlawful. -Andiffo, :

P
o

_ Then from hence it will follow, that
as there is a Refiltance lawful, fo there

is a Non-Refiltance neceffary both

to .

the Safety of Gavernment, and the

Wellfare of Sociesy.  And if fo, -

Principle IX.

From all thefe Confiderations put
together, it will follow as, a certain un-
deniable Truth, that that Notion of
Government muit be the oply true oney

‘which fecures the Government fr

om
the
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the Infults of Rebellion, and pratelts
thie People from the Oppreffion of Ty-
ranny. '

Thefe are all the Principles I defire
to be granted ; thefe I think are fuch,
as will hardly be denied, and if fo,
from thefe we may be enabled to form
to our felves a certain and regular
Scheme of Government, fuch as 1 be-
fieve, all Men will agree in, that are
governd By Reafong, which is then
only faid to be riglic; when it agrees
with tlie Natures, and Reafons of
THings. ’ '
" To-tiake a fhort Effay of this kind,
¢ the Defiga of cliis TFreatife, and to
do it the more ¢cledrly, it will be ne-
eefliry Atlt to thew what I mean by
&overtiménit; and for this Purpofe, 1
think it may not be improper to look
Back awd inquire after its Original,
and fearth our che Root from whence
it grew.

'_Tlu_ Or{giml of Government.

. And*3s to this it is certain, that
whethet *cwas dertv’d from God, or
Men, the Original Rezfon; and Occa-
: ' fion
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fion of it was, the Corruption, ot
Imperfection of hutiiati’ Nature,

For tho’thefe Woiild have been fome:
thingin & State of Piirity and Into-
cerice, (had Mankind continued in that
. Stare) as there would have been a
Differerice of Degites, of Superiorit;
. tind Infériotity, as of Parents, and Chil-

dren, and tho’ they would probalzz
hive hisd fome Rules of Order, as th
aré fippes’d to be amongft the Angels
of Heaven, yet thefe would be nothing
liike (what we call) Govétnment now
ili this State of Corruption we are in;
that is; thefe would have been nothing
like a Government of Coercion.’ ~

For ’tis evidently demonftrable from
Principles of Reafofi; That the State of
Ma4n’s Innbeérce was a State of Per-
fetion, whetein, as Reafon was given
is for oui Guide, {o all our Powers
dnd Fatulties, our Rational Will aenec{l
Bodily Operarions wei¢ intirely ‘Subj
to its DiféCtion, atid therefore as theré
was no’' féed of ai§ other Laws, than
what our Reafdi would furnifh u$
withal, in Things'that ldy within it$
Reach, fo we have o Ground to think
theft would have béen any other. But
whatever Reafon fhoiild have injoyn'd
a0y . “ o \s'
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us, cither to do, or.avoid ; whillt wa
had continued in this Perfe&ion, every
one would haye obferv'd of his own
-voluntary Motiog, and no fooner would
our Underftandings .have approv’d any
- Thing as necgffary, but our Wills
would have prompted us to A&tion.
. This was undoubtedly the tfue State
of Man's. Innocence, and in fuch a State
as this is, all Government would be
abfolutely ufelefs and unneceffary, bug
that in our own Bofoms, =
. For where Men are intirely govern’d
by Reafon, there can be no Covetoufe
nefs, nor. Ambjtion; no Envy, nor Ill-
hature ;.no Jealoufigs, nor -Fears; no
laclofure, nor Property ;no Meums, nor
“Tuyms, but all Things would naturally

e.common; no Man would haye any
Righe to any Thing, more than an-
other ; nor any Man have any Right
to more than he {hould want; nor any
longer than thofe Wants fhould contis
nug; and every Mans Wants would be
regulated by Reafon, fo that as God
made qno.l:]gh of every Thing for every
ones Neceflities, fo right Reafon would
not admit of any Contention, becaufe
in the Nature of Things there could
be no Reafon for it., A
: And
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And' had Man continued in this
State, wherein every one was a Law
unto himfelf, and had a Court of
‘Chancery in his own Breaft, what need
‘tould there be of any other Laws,
“any-other Government, but this?
But now in this our corrupted State,
we have a fifange Backwardnef$ very
often to what our Reafon approves,
and as great a Pronenefs ‘to what ft
forbids; fo that we ftand in need. of
what a State of Innocence would hawe
had no Occaflion for. g
This I fay down as- the Original of
Government, and tho’ there is no Part
of this Netion, that I do'not think I
have a fubftantial Demonftration for,
yet I propofe itonly as a Notion, which
I fhall lay no great Strefs upon, and
“whether true or falfe, it is ‘not very
“material to my following Defign.
However, thus much 1s certain, and
allow’d on all Hands, That whatever
“a State-of Innocence might have Oc-.
cafion for, Reafon alone in the State
that we dre now in, is not a fufficient
Guide and Security to us: But ’tis
evident, we want external Motives to
excite us 4nd encourage us in what
is good, and Powerful Reftraints to
ker



(14

keep, us from what is bad ; wighout

which, copfidering the Exorbigancy of
Men’s Paffions, Mankind wopld infulk
and ipcroach ypon one angther ; the
fironger would opprefs and qver-run
the weaker, and the World would rup
into Confufiop. - _

And from hence it was either by
Jwmman Coptrivance or divine Appoint-
ment, that Mankind became form’d
intp regular Societies for the Security
.of each others Rights and Properties,
and devis'd fuch Laws of Incouragg-
meptto Virtue, and Reftraint from Vice,
.as they have thought moft fuitable apd
proper for that End. And,

Definition of Goverzment.

The due Adminiftration, Applica-
tion, or Execution of thefe Laws,
which the Society .has devifed for the
Security of their feveral Rights and
Froperties, I call Government ; which
Definition, asI think it cannat be we]l
difputed, fo I fhall all along take it

-for granted.

What
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What is to be meant by the Society.

But here it is to be obferv’d, thas
when I ufe thefe Wards (which the Sp-
ciety has devis'd) 1 do not mean by
this, that all the whole Society, ine-
very Member of it, muft be perfo-
nally confeating to the making af e-
very Law, befote it bhe enatted 2 Law
af the Society ; this cannat be in thg
‘Nature of the Thing, and. therefosc
the .makiqi of: Laws.muft ar:;:f;ﬁ'ar{xl‘y he
intrufted "by every Socicty in fome
particular Hands; and ap fome Methods

muft be appainted, and fome Rulgs:

oblerv’d in the ‘doing .of i, fo whqa
any Law is decreed by thofe Pgrions,
after that. Merhod, and according o
thofe Rules appointed. by the Socigty,
I call that a iaw of the Society.

~ Thus far cthen I think, the Cafe is
plain, that the Original Beafon of Go-
vernment was the Impesfection or
Corruption of .human Nature,; and.if
the Security .of .the Rjghtsand Propet-
ies of the Society, is, as it.is certamly,
the End of all Government, (Brinciple
1V. and V.) fram hepce it, will fal-
low,

e
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That the Determination of Property
mtift neceffarily have been before the
Settlement of Government ; this being
only a Means for thé fecuring of Pro-
perty, and by Confequence Govern- :
mient could not be founded in any Pri-*
mary Law of Nature, if Propetty it felf
‘was not. S , '
" Now by a Law of Nature, I mean
fome Neceflity in the Nature of Things,
obliging me to do fuch of fuch an
Athon, from the Relation that that
Attion bears to fuch or fuch a neceffary
End. :

And when I ufe the Word Primary
Law of Nature, I refer to the Two
different States of Mankind, the firft
‘before, the other after the Fall: And
according to thefe two different States,
g | fuppofg there are different Sorts of
natural Laws, and different Righes
and Obligations.

For whatever is in the Nature of"
"Things abfolutely neceffary to our Hap-
pinefs, either to be doneor enjoy’d, Na-
ture gives us a Law as to that Thing,
and not only lays an Obligation on
us, but conveys a natural Right to
us, either to do or enjoy it; and as
tis evident there are a great many
: more



-

more Things neceflary- to our Happi-
refs, fince our Ndture became corrupt-
ed, - than before, fo by Confequence
there: muft- be a great many more na-:
tural Obligations, and natural Rights

~in this, than ix che former State. And:
- accordingly, I diftinguith the Laws
‘and Rights of Nature into Primary,

and fecondary Laws and Rights ; and
%is in this Senfe chat I fay, Govern-
ment coald not be founded in any
Primary Law of Nature, that is; thére
cou’d be no natural. Neceffity of it in
a State of pure Nature, for the fecu-
ring of Property, if there was no fuch
Thing as Property to be fecur’d by ic.
Definition of Properiy.
- Now by Property I mean, fuch a
Right to any thing as to make it my
own, exclufive of all.others Right, or
Claim to it: And that there could be
no fuch Thing as thisin a State of Pu~
rity, except m our firft Parents them-
felves, feems .to me, I muft confefs;
lictle lefs,g thgn demontteativelyjrcer-
tain.
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- For a State of Purity is a State;
@ where . all. Things are govera’d by
right Reéafon ; and as Reafon is_then
only Right, when it agrees with the
Naturés and Reafons of Things;_ {0 no
Man could have any naturat Right
to any ‘Thing any.farther, ot any
longer, than as Reafon fhould judgey
he had 4 npatural Wane of ir; and
had. Mankind continued. in this State
of ‘Purity; as all their Wants_ would
have been rfegulated by Reéafon; for
(it wers cafy to prove, if there were
Qccafian) all Things. would have con-
tinued camman, as I faid befote. _ -
. But When this State of Purity was
loft, and inftead of all their Operations
being govern’d by Reafon, the Flefh
began to luft againft the Spirit, and
the:'Mlembers. t0 wage War againft
the; Miody: when Mens: Lufts and Ap~
pesites. grew heady dnd exttavagane
as ‘their Warits . would  naturally i~
credfe by. the. Increafe_of their, Lufts;:
fo frdm the Increafe of .their Wapts;
thert. wotld-arife a: Neceflity of largér
-Sapphes; ..and  chefe lﬁ/iger . Supplies:
would naturally beget Monopolies and
Inclofures, and thofe Inclofures would
as ‘naturally beget Contention, and
Contention
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Contention ‘as naturally beget Gon-
fulion. 8 (Y

' Now whether out gf an obyious
Senle of this, Mankind might not of
theanfelves agree upori a certain Di-
vifion of fuch Portions of Lands, as
they thought convenient for their Fa-
milies. .

Or whether our Firft Parents, who
were the only Perfons, who could have
any Pretence to any Property in ‘any
Thing, might not make a Diftribution
to their Children, and allot them their
refpective Portions for the Prevention
of Difpute, _

.Qr whether they might rfiot leave
thieir Children at Liberty to take what
they pleas’d, and give them fome ge-
neral R}Zle.l.of Propert ,I,Z“IMZ mhatever
any one [bould poffefs,” he [bould enjoy s
his own, whicﬁ ﬂv{e call the La{av of
Otcupancy : And {o as Families in--
creas’d, they might tranfplant them-
felves, and whalft thteg the Range
of the Warld before them, they might
take tp shemfelves without Injury to
any eme, what they fhould find their
Occafion requir’d.

. _ 'C 2 | Wh@?&ﬁ&
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Whether it might be this, or any
other Way, it is not poffible to deter:
mine at this Diftance, not is it indeed
very material to be inquir'd into, were
it not to gratify our Curiofity : Which
way foever the Divifion-came; ’tis cer-
tain thar one Time or other there was
fome Divifion or Appropriation made;
and from this Divifion there arofe a
Property. 4 ‘

And now the great Queftion comes
in Place, How Mankind happen’d to
fall into this Method of fecuring their
‘Properties, which we call- Government,
whether by the Appointment of God,
or by the Agreement, and Contrivance
of Men, ' -

Whether Govérnment be from God, or
. Man. . :

This is the great Bufinefs in Dif-
pute, and one would wonder how ’tis

‘capable of being a Difpute, if Men

wou’d but examine Things not with
their Prejudices, but their Reafons,

I muft confefs ’tis plaufibly alledg’d,
that confidering how neceffary Govern-
ment is to the Welfare of Mankind, it
would be an unworthy Refleétion upcc\n

the
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‘the Wifdom, and Goodnefs of God, to
have left the World without fuch a Pro-
vifion, as is abfolutely neceffary to their
‘Happinefs ; and therefore fome con-
clude, that Government was the Ap-
pointment of God himfelf.

ThisI fay, is very plaufibly alledg’d,
and if there were any Thing in Go-
vernment fo dark and intricate, as not
to be “difcover’d by natural Reafon,
we may conclude it was made known
by Revelation.’

. Becaufe he who made us to be Hap-
Py, as is already fuppos’d, (Principle
1V.) cannot let us want any Thing
neceflary to our Happinefs; and if we
cannot come atit in anordinary, we may
conclude, he will fupply us in an ex-
traordinary Way. ,

But there can be nothing of this
Nature fuppos’d in the whole Bufine(s
of Government; there is nothing that
can require any fuch ‘extraordinary
Revelation concerning it.

Axiom 1,

For ’tis felf evident, that Mankind,
as being naturally fociable Creatures,

are naturally capable of entring into
C3 [ORRS
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Societies of thémfelves, without an éx-
traordinary Revelation, and that there-
fore there needs no extraordinary Com.
miffion from God to impower them
to do, what he has already by their
very Nature direCted them to,. .-

Axiom I_I.

2dly, Simee Mankind, as is fuppos’d,
are made’to be happy; ’tis felt evi-
dent, that Mankind, when:formd ja-
to Regular Societies, havé no seed of
any extraordinary Comihiffion frotn
God, to make fuch Laws, as they think
heceffary to their Happinefs, thefe be.
Ing only the Means for the Attainmedt
‘of that End, that he hintflf made ‘em
for: And if {o, then. . S

Axiom 1IL.

3dly, It can be as little doubted,
but that there can be mo need in fuch
a Cafe, of any extraordinary Commif-
fion from God, to give- Men Power to
exccute thofe Laws, they had a na-
tural Power to make ; this being no-
thing more but a Power to make u'{%

)
et
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of the neceffary Means for the Attain-
- 4oeqt of a peceflary End, © -

Thefe are plain Tyuths, not capable °
of Difpute, and from thefe we fhall
- &afily refolye this Point. - For if Man-
kg,qi. needed oo exeraordingsy Revela-
Hon to teach them tp ¢nter into Sq-
cigsies; and if they needed no Reve-
{ation 9 teach them to make fuch
Laws, as might be neceflary for thele
Happinefs, and if they needed no Re-
velation to give them Power to ap-
Ply thofe Laws ¢o chat Egdl, according

the Giscumftances of fuch Societies
thould gequite, in which the whole
Notion af Government.is abfolv’d; then
#¢is beygad Congradickion plain, That
dhere 15 no Reafon fo efcribe the Q-
ginal of Government to God, fo far
as relates to the oqutward Formatiqn
pf Socicties; and the making and exe-
cuting Laws. S

Thefe Things, as they are within
the Reach of Reafon, fo ‘they are .or-
Ainarily left .to the Determination of
Reafon, and there was probably..never
‘any Government in the Warld, excep-
ting that of the Jews, that.cain in:this
Refpect be faid to be Fure Divimy. .

C4 C e
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The Authority of gownmmt only frome

But yet it does neverthelefs appear, -
and that too from this very- Argument
- T have urg'd, That the fole Founda-
-tion -of this Power of making and exe-
cuting Laws, and the Reafon of our
Obligation to fubmit to them, is de.
ri\;’c;l.'intircly from the Authority- of
‘God. - - . - : . '

For we fee the very Reafon of form-
ing Societies in the Way . of Govern-
“ment, is founded in the Happinefs of
Mankind, as the End, which God at
firft defign’d, and the anly ‘Reafon of
their Right to exercife any Power in
thofe Societies, is, its being a neceffary
Means:to that End. i c
~ And therefore ’tis God’s having made
Mankind for Happinefs, and Goveine.
ment’s being neceflary to that Happi-
nefs, which is‘the true and only Four-
dation of the Authority of Govern-
- So that ’tis a certain and indifpu-
-table Truth -in the Nature of Things,
that it is by God alone, that Kings
Reign, and Princes decree Juttice, that
R N ‘ Govcrnlg
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Government m gencral is of Dnvmc
Authoru:y :

"And indeed as this is the only true
- Foundation, fo it is the only fure
Support of it.. For without this, I
cannot fee, how we can give any
Account of Government at all.

T/;e Autbortty of Government not from
S tln People o

For if the Authority of Government
arifes’ meerly from “an’ Agreemént of
a People with one another, it will
follow from thence, That no Gover-
nor can lawfully exercife any other
Power over any one, than every one
has a Power to agree to; and by Con-
fequence no Government can have
Power to take away Life, becaufe no-
Nfian has an abfolute Power ro difpote
ofit. =+ -

* But if we afcribe the Authority of
Governtnent to ‘God, and confider it
in the’ View that we have fet it, as
a neceffary Means in the Nature of
Things for the Attainment of a ne-
ceflary End appointed by God, we
have then a Right given us- by God
to ufe it, as a Means in Qrder to that

T,
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End, and therefore fo far as the gg-
king away the Life of a Man is ne-
ceffary ‘1o the Security of any Society,
“That Society has a Right to take it
away, evea by God’s owa Appoiot-
t

nt.
Nay, the Argument holds .good even

in a private Cafe, and the fame Rea-
foa will jultify every Maa to dq the
fame Thing in his own Defence; and.
as ’tis univerfally allow’d to do fo, fo
‘ais the only Reafon that will do it,
‘but ‘tis much ftronger, whep offer’d in
‘behalf of 2 Sociery, as much as the
whole is better than a Part. '
Belides, if Government werefounded
aoly npon the Agreement of a People
-apc with agatber, as every ane has 3
Soudl and Resfon of his own, aad not
ooy 2 magural Right to judge and
chyfe for bindelf, but alfo to a& ac-
cording to his own, and not another’s
Judgwent,.any facther than it becames
this .awa; fo 1 muft freely owa, upan
shis tPrigciple I do .not at prefent fee,
tiow any Man can be in Duty .oblig'd
<0 fubmit to .any other Governmeat,
xhan ovhat he himfglf approves, and
agrees to 3 which as it is a Notion
.that would -make .Government .preca-~
: rious,
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-rious, and tends to Diforder and Con-
fufion, we have already thown it mult
neceffarily be falfe. (Principle VL)

© But if Government be founded upon
the natural Appointment of God, as
being in the Nature of Things a ne-
- teffary Means to - our: Happinefs, it
then becomes every ones Duty to fu
port it, and by Coaﬁa.uence to fub-
mit to the Laws of it, tho’ perhaps he
may not approve of them; and has not
perfonally agreed to them ; aad if the
Laws be fuch, that he cannot in Con-
{cience comply with what they com-
mand, he muft patiently bear the Pe-
palties they infliG. And this is the
Meaning of that Expreflion of $t. Pest,
Rom. 13. 1, 2, 3, ¢c. which has given
fuch Occafion for Difpute ; That we
are vo be Subje to the Laws of the
Higher Powers of every Society, be-
caufe all. Power is from God, and the
Powers vhur be, are ordained of God :
That is, becaufe every Society has a
Power from God to make fuch Laws,
as are meocflary for the Welfare of
that Sociery ; and every Rulerintrufted
by the Society with the Execution of
thofe Laws, executes that Authority
that it is ordain’d by God, and there-

. Qi
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the Society, which every Society  has
from God.

Confequences from the foregoing Prim

:i[le.f.r

Thus far then, I think, we have
clear’d our Way ; and if fo, from hence
we may be able to deduce fome fuch
cértain and evident Corollaries, as will
give us a juft and eafy View into ail
the niceft Cafes relating to Govern-
ment.

Corollary 1.

The Reafon of Power in Primcés, imi
Obedience in Subjects.

_ Firft, From hence we ma"y certainly
difcover the true Nature of all 'Poﬁ!
tical Power, and the true Reéafon of
our Obedience and Submiffion to -it.
For if it be true, as we have fup
psd (Principle IV 5 That God made
Mankind for Happinefs, and that they
thould live together in Society : -And
ifit be ltkewife true, as we have thence
inferr’d (page 22.) That God thu;-
‘ y
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by Abtherifes. evety Society t6 put:
themfelves under fuch Forrhs, and. to
make and execute fuch Laws #&nd
Rules, as they fhall find necefldry for
their Happinefs ; it will henee follodr
By an abvious Confequience, That the®
it be left to the Society to judge what.
is neceffary; yet the Power of iniking
thit afd & Law, and obligmg -others
to fubmit to it, is fhtirely deriv’d foom
God.

And as this Power nmuft neceffarily
be intrufted by every Society in fome
particular Hands, -and ‘dught to be
executed according to fome ecertzift
Rules, fo ‘whatfodver thofe Perfens,
o itrufidd, fhall think neceflary ed
be done,. the Sodiety ought to bo-de-
termth’d by:; and whatever Laws thiey
fhall make according to thofe Rufes,
are by Confequence to be eftoest’d
the Will and Command of God ; ua-
lefs he has in Time paft, and til} he
fhall in Ttmé to come, fignify_ his Will,
that ig «fhall - be -otherwife. .

Aod as the Adminiftration of thbfe
Laws muft neceflacily be intrufted in
ond, or ‘more Hands, whom we:zgl}
Governors ; fo whatever thefe Gover-

' nots



tiors fhall do according to thofe Laws;
“is fo far done by the Authority of
God. : : .
And as thofe Laws cannot be difs
obey’d without .Sin, fo necither can
thofe Governors be refifted, or oppos’d
in the Execution of thofe Laws, with-
out Rebellion, and. that not only -a-
gainft chem, but alfo againft Godzl by
whofe Authority they a&. -

- Corollary 1L

Secondly, If Government be necef,
fary to -the Welfare of Society, and if
it ge true, as we. have inferr'd from
thence' (Principle VI.) That thofe
Notions are falfe, and therefore ought
to be avoided, that tend to Diforder
and Confufion; from hence it will
follow,

Vnity dnd Ofdér to bé preferv’d,

That every Society ought .to: pro- .,
vide, and every Member of that So- .,
ciety fubmit to fuch Methods, asthey
think neceflary for Unity and Order.

And
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" . And fince’the Authority of God is
‘the only Foundation, and the only
“fure: Support of Government, and by
Confquence of* Unity and Order ; and
fince ’tis evident to every Underftand-
ing,- That without a due Senfe of
this Authority of God, which I call
Religion, there can be no certain Bafis
. for Truth or Juftice, or Confidence a-

mongft Men, which are the Bonds
and Ligaments of Society, the Joints,
by whichits Members are united ; but
on the contrary all Falfehood, and
Deceit, Avarice, and Ambition, Ra.
pine, and Violence, Murther, and Op-
preflion, Malice and Revenge will be
lawful, fo far as they can be fecret,
and withourt the Reach of human Laws ;
it will follow, o :

That it ought to be the Care of
every Society, that Religion be eftab-
lifh’d, and maintain’d amongft them.

This is fo neceffary, that even A-
theiftical Politicians advife its Prefer-
vation and Incouragement, merely out
of a Principle of worldly Policy, as be-
ing fo ferviceable to the: Ends and
Purpofes of Government, as if it had
been only the Invention of Men,

D A
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And therefore they who are Ene.
mics to Religion, are o' far Enemies
‘to Society, and Traytors to the Go-
- -vernment they live under. '

,‘Z)qit'; awd Order. in Religion,

. But then as Religion ought to be
the Care of every Society, as neceffary
.to Unity and Order, {o it ought 1o be
equatly their Care, that Uaity and Or-
der in Religion be maintain’d. :
And as Religion cannot be maintain’d
without fome Form of Worfhip, and
fome Rules .of Order, fo it will fol-
low, Thatinevery Society, there ought
not -qnly te be fome fuch Form, and
Rules eftablifh’d, but alfo that that
Form, and thofe Rules be fo contriv’d,
.as far as poflible, that every Member
of the Society may unite in them, and
conform to'them, ' '
And fince we have already fhewn
in the foregoing Corollary, That the
Laws of a Society are to be obey’d,
as the Laws of Gad, fo far as the
are agreeable to his Will, it will fol-
low, That every Member of a Sogiety
ought to ‘comply with that Form of
Worlhip, and fubmit to thofe Rug:sd of
' . rder
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Orfler cftablili’d amongf them, fo
far a5 they are not -contrary to God’s
Will. - »
. And therefore fo fat as any one op-
pofes thefe Things, fo far he is an E-
nemy to the Unity, and Order of the
Sociéty, and difobedient to God, by
whofe Authority they are injoyn’d.

. Aad if fo, from hence it will fol-
low,

_T s Govern by Parties a falfe Maxim.

That it muft be a falfe Maxim of
" Policy in any Society, to govern by

FaQions and Parties; that 1s, by Di-
vifion, either in Church, ¢r State.

PFor every Divifion in any Degree,
is in a Political, what we call a Difeafe
in a Natural Body, which as it weak-
ens its Strength, fo it tends to its De-
ftruftion ; and tho’ thefe Difeafes may
be kept under by skillful Heads, and
feafonable Applications, and their na-
tural. Tendency may be reftrain’d a
while, yet they always impair the
Conftitution for the prefent; and no
Man ¢an bé fure of the Event.

D2 Divide
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Divide- and Rule has been an An-
tient, and ’tis a certain Maxim for a
Kingdom divided againft it felf, divide
about what they will, whethér facred,
or civil Matters; ’tis all one, fuch a
Kingdom cannet ftand.

And as it was obferv’d of old in
the Conqueft of this Nation by the
Romans, that our home-bred Difcords
made way to it, (dum f[inguli pugnant,
Univerfi vincantur,) {0 we may oéferve
of any other Peop'e. For we rarely
find any Government over turn’d, but
Divifion had a Hand in the Work.'

And therefore ’tis the Intereft - of
every Society to encourage Unity, and
heal Divifions. )

And for the fame Reafon it will
follow, N

Divifions in Society to be bulﬂ{. ‘

2dly, That where any Divifjons
happen in a Society, they ought as far
as poffible to remove all Occafions of
them, and apply all proper Methods
for the Cure of ’em. L
And as Unity is, as we have fhown,
the Duty of every Member of a So-
ciety,
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clety, not only out of Refpet to the
Authority of God, but alfo the Wel-
fare of Society, {fo every Member of
the Society ought to unite, as far as
poffible, and if out of Weaknefs, they
cannot comply in every Thing they
ought, yet they ought out of Duty
and Intereft, to comply in every Thing
they can. .
- For where there is a Rightful Power
to command, there is a Duty to obey,
and we fee every Society has a' Power
‘granted them by God to injoyn every

hing, that they think neceffary for
the Happinefs of the Society, and by
Confquence every Thing. relating to
Reéligion, which is of all Things the
moft. necefflary. ~." ° T

The Mugiftrases Power in Religions
S Mf"”’t R

But then, as the Authority from
God is founded only 1n the Nature of
Things (for we are here fpeaking on-
ly of ‘matural Principles, without' fup-
pofing any Revelation as yet) fo'it
muft be fuch an Authority, as' the
Nature of Things will allow of, 'that
R T



(38)

is, fuch as cannot command or injoyn
any Thing comtrary to the Nature of
Things, that is, contrary to the Na«
ture of God, or Man, or contrary tq
the natural Relation, of Things with
Refpe&t either to Truth, or Gooduefs.

And therefore where the Form, or
the Rules of Order prefcribd by any
Society are not fo, there the Magiftrate
bas a Power .to command, and the
People are under a Duty to obey ace
cording to the Rules and Laws of
Naturi}i‘w 1 Gy, if o Sdl' :

But here you'll fay, if every Saci
has EdchY to_appoint Whg; Mm
of Worfhip, and what Rules of Or«
der, they think fit, they muft by Con.
fequence have .a° Power .tp pp;g;
what Perfons fhall perform RZEg'lous
Offices, which fome¢ think of dapge-
rous Confequence to affert. . ... ..

The Magifirates Power .é'v_er tha Prisft-
. . hood. T

But be it how it will, it is cest inly
true :n-a State, where we {uppofg og
other Revelation of God's Wl gopg~ |
cermung thefe Matters, but thequ.;rg.}

... .. . ... . o
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of Things, to guide ohe Rewéoms and
Operations of Mankind. - = . ‘
"In fuck a Stmre, I fay, iy :certainly’
true: For if Refigions Offices:muft be.
perform’d, tho Perfons muft .be zpv
goin’ued'eirhcf by God, or Maa:; if by
rod, fince we fuppofe mo odher Res |
velation, bus the Nature .of Things,
there muft ehen be fome. Commiffion
granted by God in the Namre of
‘Fhings ve fome particular Perfoms, by
which God muft be fuppes®d to have:
~ given them an- Authority” to execuns
thofe Qffices before, and. above all o-
thier People: But this I foppole;is what
no Man will pretend to, and theres
fore all thofe Things muft be deter-
min’d,bg:)cMeq' according to thic¢ Ruled
of the Society, who arelefc the oniy
Judges of what is convenient, where
God has not yet reveald his Will ;
and thofe Perfons who are thus dedi-
cated to God’s Service according to the
Rules of every fuch Society, are-as
much the Minifters of God, as if they
had been fent by an extraordinarig
Commiflien from God himfelf .} - .
But where Ged has vhougho fit to
reveal his-Will, there the Sedety: @'e |
no longer Judges of thefe Things :
ik D 4 e
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Their own Reafon is no longer their
Guide, but God’s Revelation ; and tho’
before they had a Power to do and
injoyn, what they thought fit, here
they are to a& as God injoyns, and
-their Power is determin’d by the Rule
-of Revelation. - o U
- But then, as this Revelation is their
Rule, fo they are not to be determin’d:
by it any farther, then it reveals; and
by Confequence where the Revelation
is filent, there is no reveald Rule,
and therefore there mult be the fame
Power remaining in the Society, which
they had before that Revelation was,
given. . S
And therefore, tho' every Society
has a Natura] Power to-appoint the

o+ wPerfons, and prefcribe the Qualities for.
~ Religious Offices, where God has left
them only to their awn Reafons, yet

if God has by any Revelation :appoint-

ed thofe Offices to fome particular Per-

fons, and has given them the Appoiat-

ment under’ fome certain Regulations,

shere the Power of the Society is; lix

mited, and they have no more Power

to a& contrary to this, than they have

Power to. a&t contrary tp .God’s Will,

‘AR
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And indeed, as no Society can law-
fully a&t any Thing, but what they
“think is for the Welfare of the Society,
fo they can have no Reafon to a&
contrary to fuch a revealed Appoint-
ment, unlefs ‘they ‘could fuppofe, that
God did not know what was beft
‘to be done in every Society, or would
prefcribe any Thing, that is not for
‘the Welfare. of the Society.

. The Queftion therefore in this Cafe
is, what Revelation- God has made
concerning, it, either direétly, or indi-
rely,- whether he has exprefly ap-
pointed any ‘particular Men to exe-
cute Religious Offices before him, or
whether he has given any Commiffion
_to them to appoint others, and how
far that Commiffion reaches. For fo
. far as there is fuch a Revelation, fo

far all Authority is zunded, and the
Power of the Society can reach no far-
ther, than to regulate the Execution
of thefe Offices, and to appoint fuch
Things both as to the Perfons, and
their Offices, as God has not deter-
min’d by that Revelation.
. .And as this ought to be done- by
:hc Saciety, fo it ought to be done in
uch a manner, as they {hall g\\f\“\x\&%\

N
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for the Support of Uniecy and Otder.
and the Seccurity of the Rights an&ﬁ
Propertics of the Society, ’

. Carollary THL.
¥he Rale of Laws, and the Mesfure of
| © Obedience,

3dly, If it be true according to the
Principles we have laid* down, That
the Welfare of Happinefs of the Seo-
¢iery is the End of al Government,
then it muft be the Bnd of every
‘Thing that is done in the Way of
Government, and by Confequence muf®
fiot ooly be the End of making and
admtiniftring Laws,” but alfo the End
of all Obedience and Submiffion.

And if fo,, from hence we are taughe
a certain Rule, 'by which all Laws
ought to-be' made, and a certain Mea-
fure, according to which all Governors.
ought to. be: obey’d.
The Rale of Confcience in making Laws-

Fir®t, If the Welfare of the Society
be the End, and therefore the Rule

of making Laws, it ought by Confe.
~ quence
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quence ta be the End, and the only
%nd of evary Perfon intrufted in that
Concern : And ¢he’ the Perfons fo
ingrufted, are the abfolute Judges of
what: is for -the Welfar¢ of the Socis
ety, and therefore may make whap
Laws they pleafe, yet it is certainl
an Abufe of their Power, for which
they- are highly anfwerabls to God,

yld they oppofe any Thing, that
;hey shink is, or agree to any. Thing
they shiak is not, for the Welfare of
the Secigty they are atting for.
. And if; as we have already fuppos’d,
(Principle 5.) The Welfare of Seciety
confifls. in the Security of its Rights
and Propertigs, then as the whole is
made yp of Parts, {o-each Perfon, as
a Member, and Parc of she whole, has
3 Claima te be fecurd in his Rights
and Properties. - - - - "

How far. our Rights are to ke maine
N taind. o

But then, as the whole is more
valvable than any Part, fo the Security
of evex;y particular Perfon ought to
be confulted and provided for, only
fo far as is conliftent with the Wel.
fare of the whole, And,
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“And if fo, no Maxims of Policy
csn be juft, norany Laws be Lawful,
that deprive any one of his Right, or
intrench on his Property, any farther
than as the Welfare of the whole re-
uires it. I
+iAnd as the Laws, that are made
for ‘the Security of our Rights, are iii
their Nature to be fuppos’d for - the
Welfare of the whole, fo long as they
are allow’d to continue in Force; {o
no Man can be lawfully depriv'd of
his Rights under any Pretence of thé
Publick Good, any farther than thofe
Laws allow, 7 "
. -And by Confequence, fhould any
Pecfon, . or Authority whatfoever dif:
pofe of the Rights of any Member of
the Society for any other Reafon, of
-inany other Manner, than the Laws
of the Society dire&, they would not
only do an Tnjury to him, but would
alfo fo far a& contrary to the Wel:
faré, as they a&t contrary tothe Laws
of the Society. - SR
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"Tbe Power of every Society to alienate ™
e : Rights.” 5

“But then,- as the Society hasa Powep
to make, fo by Confequence for the
very fame Reafon, they muft have a
Power to alter Laws, and thereford
a Power to alter, or’ alienate our
Rights. - -

But yet, as the Security of every
Mans Right and Property ought .10
be provided for, in making Laws, as
has been juft now prov’d, fo far as
confifts with the Weltare of the whole ;
fo it will not be Lawful, even for them,
to alter any Law on Purpofe to aliee
nate any -particular Right, any far-
ther, than as they are convinced, the
neceflary Support of the Soctety re-
quires it. . :

For ‘tis certain from the very Na.
ture of Government, that every Mem.
ber of a Society has a Right to be
protected in every Thing he enjoys by
the Rules of the Society. .

Bucr.yet it is as certain, That np
Man can have a Right to injure the Sos
ciety, as it is certain, That the whole
is berter than a Part

| AN



~ And therefore, As the End of ma-
king Laws is the Security of the Rights
of the Society, :fo whatever Rights
thofe Laws give any private Perfon,
or Petfons, they aré paturally fuppos’d
to be granced only fo far, as they are
confiftent with the Sccurity of the Pub.
lick : .
. And therefore whenever thofe Per
fons, who are intrufted by the Soclety,
fhall judge any Rights the Laws have
given us, inconfiftent with the Secu-
rity of the whole Society, they very
~ lawfully may, and ’is very expedient
they fhould alter thofe Laws, and a.
lienate thofe Rights, which they never
could intend by thofe Laws to give.
And therefore, tho’ in making and
repealing Laws, ic be neceflary to in
quire into the Rights of the particus
lar Perfons concern’d, and how far
fhall intrench upon thofe Rights
in . their Proceettings, yet where the
Publick Security requires any Thing
as neceflary to be done, there a Pry
vate Injury ought to be no Bar a-
gainft that, which appears to be ne-
ceffary to the Pablick Good.

But
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. -But then, As that cannot be a ng.
.ceflary Meaus to an End, where the
“Bnd can be attain’d without thofe
"Means, fo that canaot be faid to be
‘neceflary to the Welfare of the Pub-
lick, without which the Welfare gf
‘the Publick may -be maintain’d.

And therefore we. ought not to de-
~prive any one of his Rights, withous
a due SatisfaCtion to him, under any

- Pretence of the Publick Good, whesg
the Publick Good can be fecured ap-
other Way. o
~ To illultrate this a little, let us ng-
colle& a known Cafe. In.a late Reigg
ghere was a Bill in Parliament for the
Exclufion of the then Duke of Yerk,
from his Succefion to the Crowg,
“The Laws of the Land had given hig
a Right, and the King and Parliameng
Jhad a Right in themfelves, to alicaage
that Right, if they fhould think i
aecellary for the Security of the Rights.
and Properties of the Society. '
. Now tho’ Birthright was a Populas
LCry at that Time, yet that was g
weak ObjeCtion to the Thing, if thg
Welfare of the whole required it 1

AsA
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And therefore the proper Queftion
ia that, and all fuch like Cafes ought
t0 be, how far ’tis receflary to the
‘Publick Good, that is, how far the
.KRights and Properties of the Society
-€an be fecur’d- without this, or tha
proceeding.” - - o
- And upon a ftri& Enquiry into this;
had they who are the only Judges of
this Matter, t mean, the King and"
Parliament, agreed in their Opinion,
and -pait the Bill, He would imme-
diately have loft his Right, and fhould
He afterwards have laid any Claim to
the Succeffion, He would have been
guilty of High Treafon, and fhould
any one have pretended to affert his
Right, He would have been guilty of
Rebellion. .

But fhould the King and Parliament
‘have paft the Bill upon any other
Confideration, than as they conicien-
tioufly thought it indifpenfably necef-
fary to the Prefervation of the Soci-
ety in their Rights and Properties ;
fhould the Parliament have movd it
out of Prejudice to the Man, or the
‘King have confented to it for the Mad-
nefs of the People, or fhould either
have done it out of any other Mot'i;le,
- than



()

thati 4§ they were thro’ly fatisfied,
*twas fo neceflary to be done. that the
Rights of the Society could' not be fe-
cur’d any other way, they would have
been Guilty: of Great Injuftice, and
Oppreflion., . . ST

But we had been concluded never.
- thielefs. For we are not Judges'of their
A&ions, much -lefs their Intentions,
but they are the Judges, and the .only
;udges of the Publick Good, and there:
ore we are to fubmit to their deter-
minations, unlefs we will make all our
Laws ufelefs, our Conftitution and Go-
vernment precarious, which, whatever
Notion tends to, we have already
fhewn to be Falfe. (Principie V1.)
- And thus we are direfted-to a cer-
tain Rule to guide dur Conftiences in
making Laws, which is, the Welfare
of the Society in the Security of their
feveral Rights and Properties. And
as no Laws ou%ll:: to .be made, but
with an Eye to this Ead, fo from hence
it will follow, -

The Neceffizy of péftin‘g Laws in Execation,
That whatever Laws are made,
ought thereforc..toEbe put ia Execu.

AU\
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tion, foas to atsain theﬁud they were

. made for.

*Twas a Reproach the RM: ,eaﬂ:

upon the Arbesians, that. they. {hew'd
their Wifdom in making. Go@d Lawsd,
but their Folly in negle&mgto obferu
and exccute them.
- And-’ewds a Jult Reproachno. deuhb
For ’ewere every whit as:well o have
oo Laws at:all, a5 ot to. have, them
executed and obfervd. . .

But then, As it is neeeﬂ'ary. that
Laws_ance made, fhould be carefully
exccuted, fo they ought,tobe executed
only for the Ead, for which-they. were
made ; and by conﬁ:quem Aot dn’ any
other Senfe than they. ar¢ fuppofed to
be made: ig, nor for any.other Bnd
than for.the Welfare! of the Soeiety.
the Security of, thanr Rnghts and. ro-
perties., -

And « therefore ﬂmuld any Pcrfon
Profecuts;: or any Officer Exechito: any
Law upan: ﬂy Mgembenof the Seciaty,
who has offended againft .it, afid s
therefore juftl (K liable to it, out.of Pre-
judice, ot Paflion, Maiice, or Revénge,
or any other Principle, but the Wel-
fare of Secicty, tho’ they.rally dbifio-
thing, but whao chc.lw»hqmrea;i;gd

o
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a5 gituily préhore cHE Tuverelt of
she Socie ySivhey e tighly e
a1t for what thely do;- Kdd'the® chéy
#tt -Hot gaﬂx%b’fﬁg i’ 'rb;‘?é&’hpf' tHe
Yociery they Belodf to; yet' they are
Brasicable Xx e Sightt of GO,
His madeé, not"our own’Humotr, aifd
Private . Refentmerits, or any oflér
Thing, but' the' Welfart of thé Sécid-
¥, the Enltof evefy Thind that is'to
be done in the Wiy of ‘Govethméift,
whéther i making,  of exetuting
Laws. L
But'hould afy Perfor endeavour ¢
rvett the Natdral meating of che
by any Art, or Dexeérity, he js
Mafler of, or by dny Auchoritd, he s
invefet with! -and- 1o gét 1 exectrdd
in any other Senft, than Hethifiks wis
itended by ir, he woilld be highly
Blameable upon-'that accotmnt, nse od-
1y in refpe@® of God, but thé Socicey..
N2y, tho’ he' thould do-it wpoh this
Principle only, that he thinks it for
the Welfare of the _Socic,tg,'__'that"t'he
Law fhould be takén in ‘che “Seiife he
gives it, yet if he is fenfible it is not
the true Senfe, that is, the Senfe that
was intended by the Makers of the
Law, ’tis certainly an Offence agpink
' E a2 G,
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God, and the Society. Becaufe God
‘has oblig’d us to fubmit to the Rules
of the Society, and the Society having
appointed fuch, and fuch Perfons, the
only Judges of their Welfare, and what
Laws are neceffary for that pmrof,e,
we are by Confequence requird by
God, and the Society, not only to fub.
mit to the Laws they make, but alfo
to the Senfe they make them in, fo far
asitis a lawful Senfe.

And therefore fo far as we fhall en-
deavour to impofe any private Senfe
upon the Law, contrary to what we
think was intended by it, fo far we en-
deavour to pervert the Rules, and Or-
ders of the Society, by making the
Welfare of the whole to depend upon’
our private Judgment. .

Secondly, If the end of making and
executing Laws be the Welfare of the
Society, in the Security of their Rights
and Properties, from hence we have a
Rule for the Regulation of the Laws,
and the manner of the Execution of
’em in every wife and good Govern-
ment.

How
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. How Laws are to be Regulated and
L . Execated.

. For it this be the End of all Laws,
it'is not only. neceffary to every Wife, -
and Good Government, that there be
Good Laws made, but that they be
manag’d fo, as fhall be thought beft to
anfwer the End of their making, and
by Confequence fuch as fhall be moft
likely to be obferv’d.

And therefore Firft, As no Man can
doubt, but that thofe Laws are moft
likely to be obferv’d, which are few
in Number, and therefore eafie to be
known and remember’d, and Plain in_
their meaning, and therefore eafie to
be underftood, fo it feems to be a ne-
ceffary Care of every Society, that the
Ig_laws be as few, and as Plain, as poffi-

c.

Laws to be Few and Plain,

A Multitude of Laws Politicians
have always look’d upon, and So-
cicties have always found a Burthen,
and ’twas a Complaint of Tacirus, that
whereas Rome had formerly abounded

' E 3 WA
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with horrid, and deteftable Vices, fo
-in his time, it was as much pefter’d
with a Multitude of mifchievous and
unneccffary Laws, which prov’d a Re-
medy, as Bad gas the Difeafe. =~

But it is doubtlefs a much greater
Burthen to a‘Society, when its Laws
ate expreft in fuch Terms, as are
* doubtful and ambiguons, becaufe thié
will  not only produce continual di-
fputes. but will make all ‘their Rights
unceértain and precarious. i

And therefore from hence it will
follow, That ’tis the lntereft of every
Society to exclude all’ fuch Perfons
from making Laws, whofe private Ad-
vantage it may be to perplex, and in-
tangfe the Scafe of them. '

Laws to be Geg:}le and Eafie.

Again, If the Laws of a Society
ought to be made {o, as that they may
moft probably be obferv’d, then, as
they ought to be as few, and as Plain,
fo they ought tq be as Gentle, and
Eafie, as poffible. Apd therefore, -

Figft, It feems tp be ‘a neceflary Care
of every Spcictg, not to make any fuch
Laws, as they know, or may reafon-

. o, Ll a Y
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bly think before-hand, a great part of
she-ociety will not fubmit to, unlefs
the Welfare of the ‘Society fo far re-
uires it, as that it cannot be fecur'd -

any other way. ot

- fust the Principle upon which they
wiil oppofe the Law, be what it, will,
whicthcr Weaknefs, or Perverfenefs, *tis
afl ane, for'fince it will not be obferv’d,
o {boitld not e injoin’d ; Becaufe fuch
Oppofition may beget Confufion,which,
as it may hazard the Peacc and Wel-
faic of the Society, ought therefore tq
be avoided, as unlawful, unlefs the
Hazard be greater on the other fide.

And as the Reafon of making, and

cantiauing Laws is the fame, fo from
hence it will follow,
. That, if they ought not to make
Lavfs, which they know before-hand
will he oppos’d, for the fame Reafon
it docs not feem proper to continue
fuch Laws, as they afterwards find,
are {o oppos’d ; _

And therelore as all Laws qught to
be fb made; fo they ought for the fame
Reéafon to be foalter’d, as far as poffi-
Hi&, ehat chey may be obferv’d by All.
Bue fill this 1s to be underftood, fo far
ealy as confifts with the Welfare of
Sooiety. E 4 Nothing,
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Nothing Burthenfome to be fm[o:’d mtb:
' out Neceffiry.

Again, If all Laws ought to be as
Gentle and Eafie, as poffible, then it
feems to be a neceflary Care of every
Society, that no more Burthens be im-
pos’d upon its Members, than are ab-
folutely neceflary for the Welfare of
the Whole.

- And as every Member of the So-
_ciety is a Sharer in the Welfare of the
Whole, fo all fuch Impofitions ought
to be fo Order’d, as that every one
fhall bear a fhare in the Burthen.

But. then, as the Welfare of the
Whole confifts in the Security of the
Rights, and Properties of the Society,
and by Confequence as they muft have
the moft Benefit by fuch Security, who
have moft to lofe, and therefore moft
to be fecur’d, fo they ought to bear
the greateft {hare of the Burthens that
are Imposd.

And therefore whatever Burthens
are laid upon the Society, ought, as far
as poflible, to be equalry proportion’d,
according to the feveral Rights and
Propertics of the feveral Members of
the Society. ‘Thus
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- Thus we have a Rule for making
Laws, and from the fame Principle w¢
have,

" How to Regulate the Execution of Laws.:

Secondly, A Rule whereby to Re-
gulate the manner of the Execution of
’em.

For if the End of making Laws be
the Welfare of the Society in the Secu-
rity of their Rights, and Properties, it
is not only neceflary to every Good Go-
vernment that the Laws be exccured
with an Eye to the End for which
they were made, viz. The Security of
Right and Property, but alfo in fuch
manner, as that End f{hall be beft at-
tain’d, and our Rights and Properties
beft fecur’d. , :

We have already obferv’d, that it is
a juft Reproach to make Laws that
we never execute ; but yet it is certainly
the very fame Thing, whether the Exe-
cution of Laws be totally negletted,
or whether they be executed in fuch a
manner, as that the End, which was
intended, cannot be attain’d.

" For tho’ a Law be never fo wifely
contriv’d for the Security of Right and

Tropeny
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poperty, yes -if in obtaining the Be-
feﬁs of that Law, I mu& uilgmd, more
Time, and be at more Charge, shan
my Right, and Property is Worth, ’tis
the fame Thing te me, as if there were
. really no fuch Law.

Short Injaftice, the Perfian Proverb

fays, is betier tban Loug Fafice.

" And therefore it feems to be a me-
ceflary Care of every Good Govern-
ment, that in ¢he manmer of Execu-
sing the Laws of the Society, no fuch
unaeceffary Delays be alow’d, as (hall
fruftrate the Ju@ Proceedings of the
Law, nor aany {uch Burthenfome
Charges be requird, as fhall defeat
the Benefit, and Intention of it. ‘
 Thus we {ee what Improvements
may be made of this Principle : It
might be carried a great way farther,
if there were occafian, but this is fuf-
ficient for a general Hint, it furnifhes
ys you fee, withan Infallible Rule for
the Making and Executing Laws, and
fram the fame Principle we have,

The
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Tbe Meafyre of Submiffian to Gover- :

BOKYS. ‘

edly, A like certain Rule, by which
to meafure our Submiffion to Gover~
nors, who, according to our Definis
tion of Government, are the Admini-.
ftrators of the Laws. =~ = '

"This has been the Subje&t of great
Difputes, and as it has been manag’d,
it has been made a Matter of very
great Duficulty ; whereas according
to thefe Principles, which I have here
laid down, there is nothing capable
of a more eafy and certain Refolu-
tion. C ’
~ For if the Welfare of Seciety be,
as we have fhown (Principle 4. 7.)
the End of every Thing, that is done:
in the Way of Government, it muft.
by Confequence be the End of all Au-
thority and Obedience. .
' And tho’ the Authority of Governe-
ment be fiom God, as we have fhown-
(page 24,25,26,27,) and tho’ Obedience
be therefore due to Governors out of'
Duty to God, from whom their Au-
tharity is derivd. yet God cannot be.
{uppos’d to command any fuch Obe-
o ' denes
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dience to any Governour, nor can any
Perfon pretend to exat Obedience from
any People, any facther, than He 1s
their Governour ,

. And therefore when any fuch Go.
vernour fhall ceafe to govern them,
his ' Right to their Obedience muft
ceafe too. - - - - '

And fince according to our fore-
mention’d Definition (page 14.)Govern:
mept is the Adminiftration of fuch
Laws, .as the Society has devis’d 'for
the Security of their -Rights and Pro-
perties, it will follow,

.. That a Man muft then ceafe to Go=
vern. his People, when he either ceafes
intirely to att, by Death, or Refigna-’
tion, by Abdication or Conqueft, or
when he ceafes to aét for the Secu-
rity of the Rights and Properties of
the Society he is fet over, That is,
.-When he either aGually invades the
Rights and Properties on the Society,
or-lays afide thofe Laws that are made
for; their Security. '

When therefore any Governour does
this, as He thereby ceafes to Govern
that People, fo.that People are dif-
charged from their Obedience to Him,
L : as
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as their Governour, and the Reafon
of their Allegiance being ceas’d, theic
Duty and Obligation muft likewifs
ceafe. ' o
~ This feems to be a neceflary and
unavoidable Confequence, and this I
take to be the Foundation of all Oaths
to Conquerors, viz. That their late
Governor ceafes to govern them.

. And certainly, if cealing to be a Go-
vernour in the Cafe of Conqueft, will
juftify the Alienation of our Allegiance,
where he ceafes to govern, not by any
A& of his own, not by voluntarily
refufing to govern, nor by negleCting
the Rights and Welfare of his People,
but is depriv’d of his Government by
Rapine, and Violence, -perhaps con-
trary to the Inclination, and true In-
tereft of the People, I fay, if this will
juftify, as all allow, the Argument is
much ftronger in the Cafe fuppos’d,
. where a Prince fhall voluntarily invade,
or defignedly overturn the Rights of
the Society. .

Unlefs any one will be fo extravagant-
ly abfurd, as to call that Government,
which is contrary to the very Notion of
Government, where inftead of admi-

niftring
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hiftiing, ahd executing Laws, he alls
~* direftly contrary to ’em, and inftead
of - proteQing and maintaining the
Rights of his People, he becomes an
Oppteflor and Deftroyer of them, both
which are as dire&ly oppofite to G&-
vernment, as Light is to Darknefs, or
Health to Sicknefs.

But that we may make this ftill

clearer, let us ftate the Argument an.
other Way,
+ Wehave already prov’d, That every
Governour ats by the Authority of
God; and therefore has a Divine Right
to his Subjetts Obedience (page 28,29.)
yet as that Right is founded upon that
Commiffion; He can by Confequéncé
have no Right to Obedience, farther
than his Commiffion reaches, and therg
fore where' he has no Authbrity t&
command, the People can be under no
Obligation to obey: Aad if {0,

Then fince the Welfare of Sdciety -
is the Ead- of all Government, an
fince the Authority of Governméiit and
the Obedience of Subje@s is founded
only on this bottom, as they are ne-
ceffary to that End, (ib. pagezo.) The
Welfare of Society muft by Confequencé
be the Bounds both o{ the Subje@s

Duty,
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Duty, aind: the Governmedts Authet
rity, and therefore God cannot bie faps
pos’d to allow any Governmenv to
command, nor require any People ¢4
obey, any farther tham it is for ché
Welfare of Society. .

And as the Welfare of the Sacietp
confifts in- the Securidy of their Righ
and Properties, and asthe Laws that ars
made for their Security..are fapposd
to be for their Welfare, fo long a8
they are-im. Borce, fo when any Go-
vernour {hall invadé: the Righes: of hi¢

Subjeéts, or lay afide thofe Law$

which' are: made: for- their: Séeurity, ag
he atks comtrary. to the Welfare: of
the. Society, .fo- he a&3- without Au:
thority, and:C€ommifflion from God}
and therefore can have no Right' o

In.a Word, As every Gowernouy

has his Commiffion from:-Gad for. chd
Welfare .of. his Peopls, fo that whiol
gives Him a Tidd:te their Obedienuey
gives-them a Tide to his Prote&ion,.

Aad- as.He. who invades the Rightd

of oile Prince or Governour, muf® .

therhiyr: forfeit all Clainn to* his Pros
teflidng {oiHe whoinvades 'ondeftroyy
the Rights of his Peopléy By the.famy

- Realon

iy L



- (6)

Reafon forfeits his Claim to their Obé-
dience.

. The Rights of both are founded on
the fame bottom ; The Welfare of the
Society is the End and Reafon, and
Rule of both: ’Tis the very Reafon
of the Authority of Government, as it
1s deriv’d from God, and ’tis the Reas
fon of this or that Family’s being ap-
pointed to cxecute that Authority by

the Society.

¢ And therefore when Governoars aid
¢ contrary to the Welfare, that is, com-
¢ trary to the Laws of the Society, they
¢ 4cF contrary to the Reafon of Govern:
. % ment amd QObedience ; and thit they
< [bou’d be obey’d in fuch a Cafe, is con-
. & gyary to the Imrention of God and
¢« Man.

And as no Governour, who is. bug
the Adminiftrator of the Law, can
have a Right to punith his Subjeits
for not doing, what by Law it was
not their Duty to do, much lefs for
not doing, what by Law it was their
Duty not to do, {o on the other hand,
no Subje& can be under any Obliga~
tion to fubmit to that Punifhment,
which the Governour had not a Legal
Right to infli&t.

This
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) Tléig' Argument” contain
‘and 'Subftance of what is,
‘ouglhit;'to e ‘meant, ; by 't
'is fo oftén" talk’d of in tl
Viz. a Prince’s breakinz the (
trat, that is,” his acting
the Original Reafon of Government.
For as the End and Reafon for
Wwhich dll Rulers were originally ins
trufted with their Power and Privi-
leges by sheir refpeCtive Soeieties, and
for which fuch Societies put themifelves
. under their feveral fefpe@ive Forms
of Government, was the Security of
their ' Rights and Properties; fo who-
foever firft took that Truft upon him,
took.it for this End and upon this Con.
dition ;" and by Confequeénce theré is
a Tcit Conitra& fuppos'd in the very
Nature of the Truft it felf, That upon
his difcharging his Dut]y to them, they
will be under fuch Obligations to him,
Becaufe ’tis given by the People, and
taken by the Prince for this very End
and Reafon. And as this End is the
Foundation of all Govérnment; fo
where-ever any Government is; this
Facit Contralt is meceflarily fuppos’d
to go along with it, as being founded
in the very Nature of the Thing -
E Aok
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And as§his Tacit Contra& is the Bond
of Union between the Governour and
the People, fo when this Contrad is
broke, the Bond of Union is broke ;
and by Confequence the Society is as
much difcharg’d from the Obligations
‘of that Union, as if that Contract had
never been made, .

And as a Prince muft neceffarily be
faid to break his Contra&t, and b
Confequence diffolve his Union witl
his People, when he willfully and -de-
fignedly alls contrary to the End and
Reafon of his Truft; fo his People. are
by Confequence difcharged from their
Obligations to him,. and may lawfully
defend themfelves againft him.

And therefore in fuch a ‘Cafe *is un-
doubtedly certain, That Governfaeat-
ma’i: be lawfully oppos’d and refifted.

hus far muft be true in General.

What Refiftance of Governours may be
Lawfuls

But the Queftion is, what kind of
Refiftance this muft be; for fome Sort
o{‘h Oppofition and Refiftance, -all Mea
allow. ~ :

All
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AW Men allldw, Thae hoyid 2 Prince
vomimiand aay. Thing ualawful, dither
by the Laws of God or ks Ringdony,
we are abliged: to difobayy hich isa
kind of Oppofition and Refiftunce.

Or fhioyld a Priace invade onr Rights}
where the Law has provided a Re:
medy in the'Cafe ; all Mew allow, that
it is not unlawful, to oppofe thar Fn:
vafion in.the Way of the Ldw, and
to make ufe of that Kemedy . agdinft
thie Prince, L 4

This therefore is not the Refiftancd
in Difpute ;. but the Queftion now ig;
what we may do, as to a’ forgible' Re-
fitance of him, fo that fuppofing a
Prince fhould invade the .Rights of his
Subje&ls, where they can have no Re-
medy by Law, or fhould comimand
any: Thing unlawful to be done, and
make them faffer in theit: Rights for
not abeying,i how far- they are oblig'd
ta fubmie o that Suffering, or whether
they may oppofe and’ refilt him by
Yiolence.. . ' L

Now in Anfwer to this I will on:
ly obferve, That if aceording to the
4th and gch Principles, The Welfire,
and by Confequence the Rights and:
Properties of et?n:FSotic:ty ought to be

: 2

R -
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maintair’d, -then we muft have a Right
by the Law of Nature to all thofe
Means, that are abfolutely neceffary to
that End, which all. Societies are ob-
lig’d to maintain, (Principle IV.) and
by Confequesice at;y, Sort of Refiftance
muft be Lawful, fo far as it is necef-
fary to the Security of our Rights and
Properties, . o :
" But then, as that only .can: be faid
to be neceflary to an. End, without
which that End cannot be atrain’d ;
fo that Refiftance only can be Lawful,
without which our Rights and Proper-
ties cannot be fecur’d.

When therefore any Prince invades
the Rights of -the Society, orlays a-
fide thofe Laws, which are made for
their Security ; and the Seciety has no
imaginable Way left to maintain thofe.
Laws, and to -fecure and defend thofe:
Rights, but by. open and violent Re-
fiftance, that. Refiftance is by Confe-
quence neceffary and lawful.

But here then the Queftion will be,
~ what Rights thefe are, which be of

Afuch. Importance to the Society, as’
that its” Welfare cannot :'be fecur’d
without them.: SRR

o ! ) For
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- For we have already ‘obferv’d'in the
Righth Printiple, that tho’ it“be law-
ful to’ refift 'in Cafe of Oppreffion, yet,
it is not fo in-every Oppreflion. :

For ’tis very certain, ‘a Society may’
have Rights, which tho’ they fhould
be‘'invaded, yet are not fo' Effential’
to’ its Welfare, as that- when they are’
Ioft, the Welfare of the whéle' muft
be deftroyd. . ..

* The Welfare of the whole confifts
undoubtedly in the Welfare of its Parts,,
and therefore the Rights of ‘the Parts;
are the Rights of the whole in fome’
Senfe; but yet it would not be Law-!
ful for a Society to take Arms upona’
privite Injury and Oppreflion, even
tho*there fhould be no other* Way to’
get it redreft. T o

" Becaufe this-may be Hone either’
thr¢” Rafhnefs or Neglet,or the Prince
may’ be miftaken or mifled’; or if not,
~ however the -Welfare of the whole
does not depend upon a private Ins
jury, and the Prince himfelf may ne.
verthelefs be very intent upon the
Welfare of the whole. '

But fuppofe the Injury he Publick
and univerfal, and the Pringg invades
the Rights of the Society ift common,

. T 3 ' N



et there are hkcw1fe fome comump
thhts of‘“ the Sodjety,, ,\yluch t,hcm
Welfare does. aot fo epend updn, as:
that :ﬁew Hap?mefs thall be e&roy 'd;
by the Lofs ¢

For - perhaps thou‘ lgl;ts may be
only invaded in fome. few fingle Inr:
flances, withoyt any vilible Defign te
fubvert the ConRitution of the Se-
clet ;

Y thaps it may be only in. fome
i‘uch afes, which if continued, mig aﬁ

eraus Confequence, apd ¢

tp xhc eftruction of the Society, bug.
i’ ngly are no.great Oppreffion in thym-

elves, ., .

And qﬁe fore in fuch Cafes it wonld;
not be Iy fs ul £0 tife up agaipft a ?rmce,?
becaufe the Welfare of the whale does.
not require it 5 Nay the Welfare of the’
whole requires the contrary, becaufé
this woe?mhe all’Government pre-
carious, and deftroy all Peace aad Q-
der in Society, .

Bur where the Punee or Gpvema“’
—meat thall delj lignedly invade the Righes *
of the Society w1thdut Redrefs, and
by the Courfe of his Proceediags {hall
evidently fhow, that he mtends 0 iny .
vert the Conﬁxtuuon, fo that where-

as
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as there are Laws thade;. as Rdles fot
him in the Prefervation oftheit Kights
ahd Properties, e will not miakeé thofe
Laws, but his ovemn Will, Ms Rule,
the -meahs of which the Welfure
the Society will become precartiots;
the Sixth and Seventh Principles it wi
be lawful for thé Society to relieve
themiclves. = - e

But then it muft be with this Prot
vifo, That the Remedy be not worft
thand the Difeafe.’ o

For if the Methods we take o ri
our felves, will in human Probability
fivake the Society more unhappy, than
our fuffering the prefent Injuriés from
the Prince will do; we have then a

reater Obligation to fuffer, than re-

¥, and that from the very Reafon of
bu? ‘Refiftance, viz. The Welfare of
the Society. - ¢ ‘

And therefore fince ’tis phain to all
Mens Obfervation, That a violent and
tumultuary Refiftance of Princes is come
monly attended with War and Defo-
Iation, Blood and Ruin, it will follow,
" That whatever we fuffer from our
Princes, unlefs the Injury and Oppref-
fion be of fuch great Importance to
us, as to countervail the Hazard of

Bg thele
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thefe "Confequences and fad Effe(ts of
qur Refiftance, we are oblig'd to.fuf-
fer and fubmit to them ; becaufe ’tis
more for the Welfare.of the Societ
fo to do, as ’tis better, of the Twq Ey:
to chufe the leaft.. . ., ...
" And tho? they happen.to have the
Burthen coptinued upon-them for.fome
Time, tho'’'it be ever {o lang, yet if
they are oblig’d- to confult the Wel-
fare of the Spciety, they are oblig’d t9
fuffer ftill, erchier till they have a Prof-
pe&. of righting - themfelves without
the Hazard of thofe: difmal Effeéts .of
their Refiftance, or elfe till they are
like to be..as miferable by their ‘Suffe.
.Iiﬂ%, as.they can probably. be by -theif
Refiftance, © - . : .

' And chat 3 Socicty may certainly
be in many Cafes, but efpecially when
their Religion is at Stake, the prefer-
ving of which, as it.is of more and
greater Confequence,. thag the Lofs of
all other Things befides, as much as
the Soul is berter than the Body, fo
it will be always a:jult Reafon for
gef;ﬁance, ‘whatever the Society fuffer
by it. L ‘

.-

- But

el
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But when I fpeak of Religion. here,
I muft not be uaderftood to fpeak. of
the Religion of fome particylar Perfons
oply : S :
g"or if every private Perfon had- 3
Power to raife an Infurretion againft
his Prince, upon the Accpunt of his
Religign, this would open a_Gap..
continyal Rebellign, and therefore m;&
be falfe by the Sixth -and Seventh
Principles, becaufe it would make gl
Government precarious, and hazar
the Peace and Welfare of Society.-

And therefore it is to be obfery
That as I am all along fpeaking of the
Rights of the Society, fo when I fpeak
of their Religion, Imean, the Religion
of the Society, that is, the natiengl
eftablifh’d Religion : And this is then
only faid to be at Stake, when the
Laws that are made for the Securit
of  that "Religion are laid afide, an
* fuch Methods are vifibly taken for the
introducing a contrary Religion, as arg
‘_:ontrar{ to Law inan Arbitrary Ty-
rannical Way, - without the Confent
and contrary to the Judgment of the

Society.

And



o ()

And therefore in fucha Cafe, ever
Society has a Power to 'defend thefr
Rights, which “che Prince is endeén-
vouring to take away, becaufe the
Confequence ofnrot Refifting may tend
more to the Mifery of the Society,
than -the Conféquences of Relifting
¢an do; as much as the Lofs of Hea-
ven to themfelves or cheir Pofterity,
is of more Importance and Concern
to them, thatr the Lofs of all other
Things befides.

_ And if fo, from hence it is plainm,
that the Foundation of Governthent,
Obedience and Refiftance is the fame ;
Fhey all fand upon the faine Foot,
and are ail Branches of the fame Root,
#nd- there is the fame Reafon for All,
4y there is for any of ’em.

- -And therefore, if it be a’Good Argu-
ment for the Divine Authority of Go-
~ vernment, as we have before fhown,

{Page 28.) That it is a necéflary means
ta.the Happinefs of the Soeiety, a ne
tefla .Ehf a %ilrllted' 'Gocli fin k)the
very Nature ings ¢ 1t Will follow,
im it muft be as G«%o& an‘ Argument
of a Divine Commiffion for Refiftance,
when ’tis a neceffary means to the fame
EBnd, which, as it is the only Thing

that
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shat can mdke it Lawfil, fb it 5 ¥
enly Rale to Judge by, when and W
far it may be fo.

. But who fhall be Judge of this Ne-
mﬂity is the Queftion, and it had af¢
waye been the great difficuley m' ﬁ'z:

ting this. Concroverfie.

* But after al, I take it to be mth -4
difficuley, as has arifen chiefly ‘flony
the manner of Stating and Handlmg'
this Point.

. For.inany 'who have wrote upon thi
Sub;e& have too comitorily contedte
themfelves with what they thoaght &
Gonfutatién of the Dodtrine of Nen-
Refiffaace in General, from thenoe ins
ferring che Lawfulnefs of the contratry §
hut pot having determin’d the. Juft
Bounds, how far we are oblig’l ‘t6'
fuffer, before it can be Lawful to Re.
fit, thay have kefc the Point, they con
tcnd for,. alcogethet ufelefs, if not danc
gerous.

For tho’ it be Lawful to Reﬁl’c in
Cafe of Dppieffion, yet we have fhown
it is not fo in every Oppreflion. (Prine
csple VIILY and therefore unlefs they’
fhew 'us, bow far we are to beat'
Oppreffion, befste we Refift, they rec
a]ly do nothing to any purpofc but o\g '

AN
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the contrary put a_Sword ‘into Mad-
men’s Hands, .and fet open 2 Door to
Rebellion, and Confufion. -

They fhew us; indeed 2 Remedy for
our Grievances, but ’tis fuch a one, as
we had as well be withaut, as not to
know when, and how toufe it, with-
gut; the fame: danger, as when we had
it not; And ’tis this, that has given
occafion’ for - this puzzling : Quelhou,
W ho fhall be Judge?

., Whereas, .as- we have here fet the
Faf e, there does not feem any room

‘this Obje&ion, .

- For as we have here lald down a
Rule, by which we are to meafure our
Submiffion to Princes, every one muft
be'a Judge of ‘Refiftance, fo far as he
is a Judge of this Rule.

'And therefare fince we have here
fhown, that it is not Lawful to make
Head againft our Prince upon a private
ln)ury, nor,

adly, For a Publick, unlefs it be of
dangerous Confequence to the Confti.
tutjon, and fuch as is notorioufly in-
tendpd for its Deftru&ion, and fuch
too, as he refufes to Redrr:fs, nor,

Ll 14ly.
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3dly, Bven then, unlefs the Damage-
the Society actually does, or which i4
the fame Thing, unavoidably will fuf:
fer by it, if not prevented, be as great
a Mifery to them, as the Confequences
of their Refiftance will probably be.

And fince this may happen in Civil
Matters, but efpecially when Religion
is at Stake, which it certainly is, when
the Laws that are made for its Secu-
rity are laid afide, and another contra-
ry Religion introducing, by Methods
contrary to Law, without the Confent,
and againft the Judgment of the So»
ciety,

1. Then, As every fenfible honeft
Man, who underftands the ‘Conftitu-
tion and Laws, is capable of Judging
of thefe Things, that is, is capable of
Judging when a Prince is a&ting con-
trary to the Laws of the Eftablifh’d
Religion, and fetting up another in its
ftead '

"2. And as-every fenfible Man is ca-
pable of comparing the prefent Injuries -
the Society fuffers, with Blood, and -
Plunder, and all the fad Confequences
- of Civil Warj )

s 3+ Amd
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.- 3. And 2 gvery fenfible Man is cd-
gbl.e of Judging whether there be d
rofpect of Righting themfelves with
eut the hazard of thefe fad Canis
quances ;

So every fenfible Man muft by Con.

fequence be capable of Judging, when
it may be Lawful to Refift.
. But tho’ every fenfible Man may be
a. Competent Judge in- this Cafe, to the
fatisfadtion of his own Canftience, yet
in fuch a Government as ours ig
where the Interefts of the People are
Iptrufted in fome particular Hands, a
amongft us in Lords and Commany,
who have a Right in the difpofal of
Affairs ; as they are therefare the Beft
and the Proper Judges, how far the
Rights "of the Socigty ar¢ Invaded,
and what is neceflary for their Secu-
tity ; fo it feems but natura] tocencludegy
where a Parliament egn be had, thay
no Refiftance ought to be made, til}
the Parliament has declar’d thejr yp+
fufferablg Grievances, apd fought un-
fuccefsfully for Redrefs.

And_.therefore, whatsver Inconve.
niencss attand Triennial Parliaments, as
shere are but too many, yet they fcct_n
o n
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in this refpeét so be a partieular Privie
ledge for the Security of the Conftitu.
tion. For as the Conftitution cannog
well be fuppofed capable of being over-
turn’d in {o thort ap Interval, as Threg
Years, fo in the Cafe of any Injury to
the Society by frequent Parliaments,
we can never be without a convenient
Oprortunity, and a proper Method of
Relief.

- But as it-was not foin former Reigns,
fo where the Judgment of Parliamens
cou|d not be had, every Man was then
ta Judge for himfelf; and 1o A& accord.
ing to his Confcience. .

-Bue. then, as the proper Method for
Redrefs of Grigvances in a Parliamens
tary Monarchy, is by the way of Pare
liaments; fo by Confequence, in Cafg
of an Injury, or Oppreflion from our
Princes in tKoﬁ: Times, the firft Thin
every ene¢ gught to have :ndeavour’a
after, was, the Liberty of a Parliament;
which if the Prince would confent to,
then 1!l other Extraordinary Methods
wauld be Unlawful ; For ’tis the Ne«
ceflity of Refiftance that alone can
make it Lawful.

~ And as that cap never be a neceffary
means 9 an End, where the End ca&
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bé attdin’d without thofe Means, {3
that can never be neceffary to the Se.
curity of the Rights and Properties
of the Society, without which they
may be otherwife fécur’d ; and by con-
féquence Refiffance can never be faid
to be ncccﬁ'a?r, where the Prince i§
willing to Redrefs the Grievance, and
confent to any other reafonable means
of their Security. .
" And therefore, could it be fuppos’d
tHat the Lords, and Cominons could
tee to declare for Refiftance in fucH

a Cafe, that Declaration would doubt-
lefs be Unlawful. .

~ And tho’ they, myft be fuppos’d the
beft Judges of the feveral Interefts of
the Saciety, yet as they are buta Part
of the Society, we are not oblig’d b
the Rules of the Conftitution to a
according to their Judgment, any far-
ther than we our felves are fausfied,
%is Lawful, and by Confequence we
cannot be oblig'd to Refiftance by any
Declaration they fhould make, an
otherwif¢ than we qur flves fhould
judge it necefary. . L

There may be mary Cafes, where 1

may be oblig’d notto A& without the
Jadg

ment ot others; but there can B
na
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ne Cife, wihere:I tan be oblig’d to
- A& againft my own, where the Mo.
tatith of the/ AGiniis in difpute.
.. .And fince we hgve already :fhewn,
hat every feafible’:Man is .capable of
' Judging, when it may be Lawful to .
Refift, and thereby: fatisfie himfelf in
joinirg with any Declaration of Parlia- .
.ment; where it can:be had; or ia ufing
any other Methods, he thinks. to-be rie-
ceffary; where the Judgment ‘of -Patlia~
ment-cannot be. had, he ought not by
Confequence  to join. with any fuch
Judgment of Parliament, -any farther
.than he is convinced within himfelf it
is a Juft and. Lawful Judgment, and
may Juftly and Lawtfully be join’d
witho . S ..: P . '
As this is a Matter of the laft- Im-
portance, fo weought tobe very wary
“how we A& in it, ‘and thereforé we
ought never to venture on an Attempt
of this Nature,. without being fure ot
the Ground we go on. '
A Wife and Good Man would not
-da any Thing, that may reafomably be
doubted, whether it be Lawful ; and
therefore tho’ we are as certain, as we
can be of any Thing, that Refiftance is
‘Lawful, yet we fhould i ¥rndecss,
. G vavhet
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rather choofe to fuffer too much, tham Re-
fift too foon. ' : L

The utmoft degree of what.is Law-
ful, is the very EdFe‘ of: Sin, and one
would not willingly come fo near, &s
to {plit the Hair. : »

And therefore whenfoever we think
it neceflary to Refift, the Neceflity of
.our Refiftance ought: to be very certain ;
The Injury fuffer’d ought to be fo ve-
ry Notorious, that every Eye may fee
it, and the Danger to be preveated
ought to be fo very apparent, that no
‘reafonable Man can doubt of 1t. -

For this is a Remedy for the Difeafes
of the Body Politick, like thofe, that
are fometimes ufed for the Natural
Body, which either Kill, or Cure ; and
therefore we ought to be tender in the
Ufe of ’em, unlefs it- be in an evideas-
ly dangerous, and defperate Cafe.

But tho’ in fuch a Cafe a People may
have a Right to Refift, yet here 2 Ma-
terial Queftion will arife, Whether a
‘People may not give away their Rights,
and by Confequence their Right of Re-
fiftance ? - :

- For fince, as we have befors {hown,
(P4g. 30, 31.) every ode is oblig'd in
Duty to God:to obey the Laws of the

e Society,
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Sdcwtya far ys.éied ane g& téeable to
_the lel of God if the Sdciety

mafle mWno'tfarbmlr &eﬁ[’c&ncq ind
therelly. givemaway aheir Right te iy
it ‘miuft He slexefore volatvful to Reficy
& far s shdf hiud a Power to make

at Lawy. amd give away that Righe.:

. But that- thby have net a Power 18
mike flich a Law, and give avay this
Rightc is-a$ ceftaln a "[fuch, as that
shey have not a Pdwtr R AR cdntrary
t6 the Will of Ged. -

Fot welinve alread oWn ( Pmml
IV) That it is the Wiltof God, thao
thé¢ Happinefs uf Sotiety bé maitis
tain’d, and by Confequena; shat facH
Ruﬁ(hdte be made b ﬁeve ty Society, as
in ¢hd Nature of Things {s abfolutely
neceflary to fecure and. miaintain their
Happinefs. And thetefore for any So-
diety to make a Liw againft dll Refis
ftanct abfolucely, is to forbid That, as
unlawful, which God has rhade nes

m'{l ; and therefore v do ¢hat, which.
ave not a Power to do, becaufu
us etbnttar to the Will of Gad.

It may feem ftrange to fome to fay
this, which & a Doé&rihe fo cantrary-
ta the eodmori rejudices  bus we fee ie:
niu& bs {oin tﬁc Nazureof Thmgs, af
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the Welfare .of Society -ought to be
Maintain’d. ‘::‘.i: ol e LR
But yet it may be planfibly urg’d inr
this Cafe, That every: onehas a Power:
to difpofe of his own, and ifle thinks
fit, may make himfelfa Slave ; he may
either give away his Rightsand Proper-
ty, or he may oblige himfelf not to
defend ’em, whenever they fhall be
taken from him ; And whatia Man
may do of himfelf, he may do by ano~
ther, that is duly Commiffion’d to A&

for him; and whatever is fo.done b
another for him, lays as great an Obh-
gation on him to perform i; as if it
were done in his own Perfon. . .. °
. .And therefore as in every Society,
there is a Neceffity, that the Affairs
of the Publick be intrufted 'in fome
particular Hands to A& for the whole,
fo whatever thofe Perfons fo intrufted
do for the Society, muft be underftood,
as done by the whole, and to lay as
great an Obligation on every Member
of the Society, as if it had been done
by themfelves in Perfon; And there-
fore if they make a Law to give away
our Rights, or forbid the.neceflary de-
fence of ’em, every Member of the So-
ciety is by ‘Confequence to. be: Iuppo;'.d,-
S - under
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under a neéceffary Obligation to keep'
that Law, - .- L :

But in Anfiver to this; Tho’it muft
be ‘allow’d,’as’ an undoubted “T'ruth,
THit evéry-onehas'a Power to difpofe
of his own'Rights, fo fir as they are
his own, confider’d fimply, and. of him-’
felf alone 5 yeét-if he be confider’d Re-
lativély, 'as ‘'a Member of Society,
fo fir as the!Rights of others, depend
upon- his {défending ‘and maintaining
Iis own), ‘they-are not then intirely his’
own, and he has no fuch Right to
give-’ém up, but on the contrary, is
undet an Qbligation to defend ’em, it
being the Duty of every Member of
the Society, to do what is neceffary to-
the Welfare of the Society. .

" This may be illuftrated by the Cafe
of the Robber who takes away our
Goods, tho’ the Goods perhaps. be fuch-
as-we are_content to lofé, and give up
out Right t6, ‘rather thin Profecute
the Offender; yet fo far as the Non--
Profecution_of the Offender, may be
of ill Confequence to Society, as we .
are’ Members of "Society, ‘and ob-
lighd to fupport the Welfare of So-
ciety, we ‘@re under an Obligation in
Confcionce - Eo : Profecute, -and the So-
S G 3 QR

RAZ)
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" And by thy famg Reafot» if Kefis:
flance be g reat Dy and a Right,
which in Lafes of Necoflity the Sogier.
ty may_ demand of us, when aq Qah
of Allegiance 1s wcn to 5“51@2%
muft be underf]
txs Lawful to bg form w, agd Er
Confequence in. i,%q agsp
low o ?fucb Refiftance, ?ﬁ! & Socigtk:
has 2 Right to, atherwife it would be
an Oath to the Prince fo o wrong t9-
the People, and therefore:ag YUnlawéul
Qath, and'By Confequenss {tfo Fea
void

Apd fo lnkegp& 35 to the. osber Part.
of the Arguinent, tho’ 3 Man my
da that by qnqthe:r, whi é he has a
Power to aad 1S as,
much oblic%’d by wh.f,u; as \ gn¢, s[

ific wevfe himflf, ygsnes
ca:l %k' gy qnothev

for us, fo as, 0 Eqmzy .a9d. Reafon;
to lay gn Obllg&tm Qn Js- m‘ lf&:—
er,
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sheg,; than -as he who does the ‘Thing,
is.ampower’d and commiffian’d by us,
0593 the Thing; he does, is agreeable
to.the Bnd and Reefon of that Com-
- giffion. he, roceivid. from us.:

- £5:Should ap Attorgey for Inftance, or
" a-@uardiag; thas is impower’d to att
in-oyr Stead .in the Security of our
Rights, giveaway thofe Rights he was
unpower’d to preferve ; it cannot be
$aigl,. he had a Commiflion to do this,
Qr .that this ought to oblige in Rea-
fon_and. Confcignce, where we¢ have
a; Pawer to help our felves, And for
the fame Reafon, tho' in every So-
ciety, the Rights of the whole are
fuppos’d to be intrufted in fome par- -
ticular Hands, yet as this is done on-
ly for Support of Government, the
Bnd of which is, the Welfare of So-
ciety in the Security of their Rights
and Properties ; it will follow, that
thofe Perfons fo intrufted to a& for
the whole, are not to be underftood
to have any Commiflion to do any
Thing, that is contrary to the End
and Reafon of their Truft and Com-
miffion ; and by confequence they muft
be underftood to have no Commiffion,
and therefore no Right to inflave the

: G 4 Batweny ,
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Society,- by: giving ‘“up’ theit ‘commen
;Rightz 'at;bz f %fopét;e?; 5 & forbiain
us to defend %em in: 2t Caft of ‘Neceft
fity, this being coritrary té the Very
End and Resfon: of vhit Conftitution,
by which thiey are ithpowerd to‘a&t
for theSociety. - They-have a” Power
‘ndoubt to-give aWway iany Righty' the
- ‘Alienation .of ‘whi¢h ¢ dbYolutely She-
ceffary ‘to thg Welfarg of the whole,
and if we could fuppofe we had.any
Right granted t6 us, of refilting - sur
Governours in any-fach :Mannick, "or
for any- fuch Reafons, as is‘inconfiitent
‘with thé Welfare of the ‘whole,’ they
have doubtlefs a Powet to give it away,
(and if they fhould noe '§ch it away,
’twou'd be void in it felf, ‘as be'ihg 1]
the Nature of Things unlawful ;) be-
caufe' by the Seventh! Ptinciple-any
‘Ation “is unlawful that is contrary
to the Welfare of the Sodety: But to
give away all our Rights and Proper-
ties at once, or which is the fame Thing,
to forbid ‘us the Means that are {6
neceflary ‘to their Prefervation, that
they cannot be fecur'd without them,
this they have no more Power or Right
to do, than they have a Right to au-
thorife Thieves and “Murtherers l:o

o LRIbVey ani vt cake
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eake away our Lives or Goods, ot;ed
oblige us-not to defend our felves-ar
gainft them. L
<. The Cafe is the fame both. wiph
Prince and Pebple ; for as the Princk,
awho is::the Minifter of God for good,
cannot be fuppos’d to have any Core-
miffion-from God, to.ruin or defiroy
his People ; fo neither can they whb
:gte intrulted iwith the-Affaits of :any
Society: to contrive andimanage for
-Welfate 'of :the whote, .be: in . Reafom
fuppos’d to have any .Conimiffion te
give away- their- Rights or Propertiay,
in which ‘their ‘Welfare does. confift.
.(Principle V. page 72.) SRR

‘But on the contrary they are ob-
lig’d in Duty to God and their Cousg-
try, to maiotain and defend cheir Trufl,
and by confequence are oblig’d to fuch
Refiftance, as is abfolutely neceflary
to that Bnd. . .« - - LF
~ This is fo. very plain a Cafe, that
I dare appeal to any ones common
Reafon, ¢tho’ never {o-great a Bi
to his Noécions,. whether he fhould not
think it a Trayterous and Unlawful
Part, fhould they who are intrufted
with the Interefts of a Society, know-

ingly
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dngly and willfully give em wup into
the abfolute Difpofal of their Prince:
And if it be unlawful to give .them
mp, it muft- be then their ;Duty to
defead them, and by Confequence it
jmuft be. equally: their Duty.vo:defend
shem by all fuch Ways and Means,
s are abfolutely neceffary for their
Dofence. . . . . .
.:/And therefore:as I faid before (page
#8. 99.) in all fuch Gaveromemss as
wours is, where the Interefts of the So-
«ciety are intrufted with a Parliament,
as they are oblig’d in Duty. ta defend
shem, foin a regular Caurfe af Things,
where a Free Parliameont can be had,
the Firft Defence of our Rights fhould
Begio thare, and nothing - fhould be
done by others, till they have us'd
gheir beft, Bndeavours for Redrefs.
- And if 3 Free Parliament cannot be
had, ar if they have endeavour'd for
Relief in vain, then every one muft
be left to ‘his own Confcience, to a&
a8 he thinks beft for the Welfare of
the Society, accarding to the foregoing
Tpimitations. €page 24. 77.)
i: “Thus.k think we have a full Re-
-folution -of this Paint, and fuch a one
R as
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as fems impaﬂible to be flfe, if*- m}i
femomo Principles be true.
i-.But yet I’'m.very fenfible notwuh-
ftanding - this, . :there: aro: mapy with
whom this Dotrine of Reliftance - will
not relifh by Reafon of ‘thit -impious,
and horrid- Abufe of:it in- the barba-
m Murther::of King Chardes I. =
-'AS there.aré. others on the othep
Hand. whaato as much afrdid of Noni
Refiftanoe, leaft it thould ‘ftvike at the
Revolution in Favour of King Wiléem,
threas ’tis evident, -thefo Extremes
ia, Opinien din- nover be jaltifiod -on
cither Hand:: « :
~ Fqr we hdve already fhown, thore
iz a Lawful Refiftance, tho* it may be
abus’d’; andthere i8a- Non,Refiffance
neceﬁ’ary, tho it bey often miftaken-s
and she Light'we havg new fet them
both in, wall give us a juft View of
thof¢ Evenss, ‘the wvae of Great and!
Glarious, stic ‘osher of: Scaadalous’ ant!‘
Execrabh Melnwy ;

13
i

‘Mc Late C’twl Waf comlmm’t,

 Fioft, Accordmg to the Prmei
l;erc {aid dqwiy, . wé havo a- hotrid f
ct
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-befort: as: 6f the deteftable Mur--
er of King.Charles the. Firlt, ‘and the
irregular: and -unjuft Broccedmgs -of
the - People( m that unnatura:l Ciwl
War. ... ¢

.\For Fn‘l’t wc have ﬂnewn, that* a
fevz fingle Inftances to:.the Prejudice
of a Peaple.is: not a fufficient Caufe:

of Refiftance, if the Prince upon the
People’s putting in: a- Claim to their
Rights, and informing. him of the
‘Wrong,. is williag to refs the Injury 5
and if he {hoy’d'not be willing todo thns

:.5¢condly; ‘We :have: fhown ' (pagr
70 71.) That even then it will not
Lawful to r¢fift; unlefs the Injury be
3 greater-Mifery, to. the Sotiety, than
the COnfequence of Refiftance is hke
-to,be. ‘And jf fo,

Thcn nothing can )ufhfy that Civil
‘War, For the it muft be confefs'd,
that fome jrtggular AGions were done’
by the King, yet it muft be confefs’d
too on the other Hand, that they were
fuch, as he was advisd were Lawful
to be done, . and' fuch as when_done,
were nogreat Oppreflion in themfelves.

And as for the bad Confcquences
of hls Proceedings in thofe particulars,’

when
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when his - People: exprefsd their- Un-
eafinefs at them, and put in.a Claim to
their Rights in Parliament, he was not
only willing to.redrefs their: prefent
Grievance, but to comply with any
‘Means, -that could be. thought:reafon.
able to prevent any furure.Inconve-
nience : And this he did in fo full a
marnner, that even the then pretended
Parliament themfelves voted his Con-
ceflions fatisfattory. .. ... . ;

And when he had done this, as Re-
fitance could be -no longer neceffary,
fo it could by Confequence be no lon-
ger Lawful. LI

-And’ cherefore to proceed in the
Mananer. they did, muft be Rebellion
in the higheft Degree, or elfe there
could be no fuch Thing in Nature.

-But granting he had made no Sa-
tisfaltion to his People, nor. given any
new Security for their Rights and
Properties, nay fuppofing he had con-
tinued to opprefs them, yet we have
further fhown,: that in fuch a. Cafe,
the King only forfeits his Right, and
ceafes to Gavern his People, and by
Confequence can forfeit io more than
his Government,

As
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- \As He. refifes then hiisi Proteion,
o shdy may. refufe him cheif - Qbe.
dience, but this does. not give. theai
any Powes ‘ovér his Perfong - .
+ And therdfore for chem to- puc him
0 Death, event thd’ they had been. the
whole Body of the People, .but much
snorefor afew paruculas Perfons to dois;
aad that toocontrdry tothe generalSeate
of the Peaple, muft be Murther ia tire
higheft Degree, or there cin bé no
futh Thidg in Nature. :
.. This is not enly true fr6m the Peltts
ciples laid down bax it is alfo evis
dent, even from our Famous Megms
Charra, fo often quoted to juftify Re-
fiftance ; even this puts the Perfon of
the Kiog out of the Peoples Powery
even whilft it gives them a Power to
diftrefs him in his Caftles, or ufe any
tther Means for their Security ; aad
fure if this be of any Authority, the
King bas as much Right to the Be.
nefic of it on his Part, as the People
can pretend on theirs; and if it gives
them a Priviledge to fecure theit own
Rights, fo it gives him a Right td be
fecured i his Perfon. -

5
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" So that this muft be & horrid #nd
deteftable Wickednefs, if Murther and
Rebellion be fo: i

And therefore they who pretend co
juftify this Fa&, muft be Men of bar-
barous and cruel Minds, and govern’d
more by their Paffions than their Con.
{ciences. S

If fuch Principles and fuch Practices
npon fuch Pretences were to be al-
lowed, they would make the Rights
of Princes and the Peace of Society,
the moft precarious Thing that cad
be, and lay us open to the Infults of
auery Muffinello, who has but Impue
dence enough to chirge the Governs
ment with Popery of. Tyranny, er be«
ing in a. Fremeh or Dutch Intereft, and
cunning .enough to time it with fom
Popular Difcontent. - .o
- And therefore as by the Sixth Prins
ciple already laid dowa, thefe No-
sions muft neceffarily be falfe, and
fuch Fa&ts unlawful ; fo they ought
to be abhorr’d and difcourag’d by e
very wife and %lood Man, who has
#ny Regard to his Duty or Iaterefty
to the Socicties Peace, or his own

Safery : -
- Dok
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*1Buit " tho® ‘our: Notions bf :Goveérn-
ment .do thus evidently .demonftrate
the Unlawfulnefs of thofe Pratices 1n
the late Civil Wars, yet they do,

The Revolation juftified;

Secondly, As fairly juftify the late

Revolution. .- - .
- -For if it be Lawful to oppofe a
Prince, and withdraw .our Obedience,
as. we have fhown, (page 71.) when
he either invades the Rights of the
Society, or lays afide thofe Laws that
are made for their Security, and e

or sl poelbi-when our Religion is at Stake.
~:And if our Rights and Religion
were at Stake, when we faw. all our
Mounds pull’d.down, and our Inclo-
fure laid open, and a coatrary Reli-
gion fetting up among(t us:; when a
difpenfing Power was maintain’d to
void all. the Laws that were made
for our Security, and fuch Perfons: put
anto Plages of Truft, as our Laws for-
bad -to be.intrufted ; When: eur Pro-
jperties were to be held at the Will
of the King, who evidently fhew'd,
it fhould be no longer than he fhofn;lﬂc(li

v
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“Find it for his purpofe not to deftroy

‘them.

If our Rights and Religion were 4t
Stake, when Popery was planting it
felf in our Univerfities, and the Mem-
‘Bers depriv’d of their Legal Proper-
ties contrary to Law, for notr doing
that, which was contrary 2gsherr Oaths,
to make room for Papifts unqualified
-6y Law, and all thi$ with a High Hand
by the bare Authority of the King,
only becaufe He would and for this
End only, as was notorioufly evident,
that he might corrupe the Fountain,
from whence our Religion is to be
nourifh’d and fupported, and thelow-
er Streams to be fupplied. '

If out Rights and Religion were at
Stake, when under thefe-Oppreflions,
the injur’d Subje&s put in their Claim
to their Rights by humble and obe-
“dient Petitions, which was the only
Method in' their Power, becaufe a Free
"Parliament could nmot be had, but all
without any Redrefs or Profpett of
it; nay with an Affurance of the con-
trary from the King himfelf, who,
- 23 tho’

\
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tho' they endeavour'd to convince him
of his Error, that he was afting con-
trary to Law, yet neverthelefs de-
clar’d, he would be Obey’d.

* And when all thefe Proceedings were
fupported by the Power of a ftanding
Army, without the Confent, and con-
trary to the Judgment of the Parlia-
ment, and fome Part of that Army
commanded by Popifh Officers, and a
‘great Part of it made up of Irifh Pa-
pifts, who were by Intereft and Prin-
ciple engag’d to deftroy, both our Pro-
perties and Religion, .

If our Rights and Religion were at
Stake in thefe Cafes, as no reafonable
Man can, and I believe no unpreju-
-diced Man will, and I'm fure in thofe
Times no fenfible Man did queftion,
but on the contrary, the Circumftan-
ces were fo notorious, and the Dan-
ger fo apparent, not from one or two
lingle Inftances, but from a continued
Secries of Alions, that every Heart
was fill’d with Fears, and Complaints
were heard in every Mouth, Then
certainly we: had, or there cag bi’ n;)

“fuch
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fuch Thing, asa ?ugﬁ,anjq‘lawful Caufe
of Refitante. And if iv wis juft to
proceed thus' far, confidering the Prince
we had to do withal, was not only
inflexibly bigotted' to Popery, and re-
folu_te'lg bent upon the Ruin both of
our Religion and Conftitution, but
one who could be bound by no Ties
of Conftience, as being regardlefs both
of his Promif¢s aad Oaths, and there-
fore could neither witli Safety ror Prus
dence’ be confided in ; it muft there-
fore Be neceffary in the Nature of
Things, and' by Confequence be juft
and lawful, if the Weltare of the So-
ciety ought to be fupported in the
Seturity of their Rights and Proper-
ties, to feek out fome other Methods
to fecure them by : And fince they
who wete thed intrufted with the
Rights of the Society, and were the
g’mper and only” Judges of what was
eft for the Saciety, eftablifh’d the
€rown upon a Proteftant Prince, as
the Beft, and as’ it was apparently the
o‘nly‘Waiy to fecure the Rights and Re-
ligion of Proteftants, againft the like
Attempts and Hazards for the future ;
it muft by Con’feq'\lelznce be the Duty,
2 as
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as well "as ’tis the Intereft of every
Member of the Society to fubmit to
it. (Cor. 1. page 3o.) had it ftood upon
no other Foot but this.

. But the Right and Title of his pre-
fent Majefty, does not depend upon
thisalone : He Injoys his Crown by an
Hereditary Right devolv’d upon Him
from the Princefs Sophis. And this
Right was fettled and confirm’d to
Her, by all that Legal Power and Au-
thority, thdt can give any Right in
any Society, thatis, by the Power of
the Crown, and Parliament, with
whom all the Rights of our Socicty
are Lodg’d.

So that if His prefent Majefty has
not a Right to Govern us, it muft be
either upon this account, that the
Crown and Patliament, have not any
Right to determine the Succeflion of
the Government, or elfe that the Suc.
ceflion has not been Legally fettled by
a Lawful King and Parhament.

This is the Hinge of the whol¢ Di-
fpute; And as to the firft of thefe, It
' is
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is very certain, that as the Right of
Governing any Society is the Ordinance
of Men, and therefore may. be deter-
min'd and fettled by Men, fo every
Society muft have a General Right ta
it,. according as is beft for their own
Welfare, (Page 43.) And as we have
this Right in common with other Socie-
ties, from the Nature and Reafon of
Things, fo we have it likewife by our
particular - Conftitution, as being a
Right declar'd by Law, to be Inherent
in the Crown and Parliament. So that
whatfoever is {0 done by the Crown
and Parliament, they have a Natural
and Legal Right to do, and as the In-
terefts of the Society is Lodg’d in them,
the Society muft be determin’d by ’em ;
And fince this is the Foundation of our
prefent Settlement, and the King fuc-
ceeds to the Throne by this, as He
muft have a Legal Right to Govern,
we muft be oblig’d in Duty, tp Obey.

" The only remaining Difficulty is,.
Whether this Settlément was Legally
made ?by a Lawful King and Parlia-
meat ? i :

H 3 ‘Now
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Now as to dns Ob;e&mn. it may
be Aanfwerd, Tnhat tho’ this Settle-
ment was made in the Reign of ng
Williams, who had not a2 Regular Here-
ditacy Right, yet if the. Revelution
was, as we have prev’d it Lawful, as
being a accefary, and therefore Law- A
ful Means for the Attainment of 7
Law::u: Bnd, Hg%t nfi;u& therefore :e b;
Lawful and Ri | King ; An -
Confequence muft have :g!'ower
Right 10 do, whit: any other Lawﬁd_
ng coulddo:

But when we confider Im‘thu' That'
by the Law aad: Conftitution of our
Kingdom, the Authority of the ng'
in Pofleflion is allow’d, however He
came by that Poffeffion, and that Afl.
A&s of Parliament dpa& by Him, are
equally to be Obey’d, as-of equal Force
with theirs, whofe Txlcs were Indi-
fputable, (as Dr. Higden has demon-
ftcated) then this A& of Parliament
for the Settlement of the Crown, muft
be as Valid and Obliging as any other-
A& of any other King and Parliament
could be, that 1s, it muﬁ give the King

as
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as Good a Title to the Crown, ard
make it as much the Peoples Duty to
Obey, as any other A& of Parliament
oould do.

But here we may ftill confider fue-
ther, That this Sertlement was not on-
ly made by King William, but was af
terwards confirm’d by the Authority
of Queen A»», whofe Right and Title
every one allow’d, even they who re-
fufe Allegiance to the King : And if
fhe had a Right, as undoubtedly fhe
had, then fhe had a Right to do in Her
Reign, what the Crown had a Right
‘to do in any Reign, and fince fhe, an
undoubtedly Lawful Queen, has con- .
firm’d the Succeflion in the Proteftant
Line, by the Concurrence of an un-
doubtedly Lawful Parliament, (which
they had an Inherent Right to do) it
will follow, that His prefent Majefty
had as juft a Right to the Succeffion,
and has now as juft a Claim to our Al-
legiance, as Reafon, and Law can give
Him. ,

And as the fame Power that could ,
and did fettle it thus, could and did ’
. H 4 ‘a&tually
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‘a@ually Exclude all others,.and there-
.fore hath not only given Him a Right,
-but has by Confequence given Him the
only Right; fo itis the Duty of every
Subjeét not only to receive Him for
-their Prince, but for their only Right.
ful and Lawful Prince, againft all other
Pretenders whatfoever. o

Corollary, or I(z_[eréx:e IV.

Laftly, If all the Principles we have
:laid down, and the Reafonings there-
upon be True, from hence we are |
‘Taught the Obligations, that Gover-
nors and Subje&s have upon ’em, and |
the Duties that are feverally requird
-of ’em, ‘in order to an Happy Govern-
ment. S |

. For if the End of all Government

be the Welfare of Society, then He on-
ly can be a Good Governor, and they

only Good Subjeéts, who confult the

Publick Good in their feveral Capaci-

ties ; The Prince the Welfare of* His

Subjefls, and the Subjeéts the Welfare
- of their Prince. ©~  ~ IR

An@



( 105 )

And as the Publick Welfare confifts
in the Security of the Society in their
Rights and Properties; fo it is net only
the Duty but the Intereft of a Prince,
‘to maintain the Rights of His People,
and the People to {fupport the Righis
of the Prince. oy

. And as the Laws of the Society are
the Rules of the feveral Rights of the
Society, fo thofe feveral Rights cannog
be fecur’d, unlefs thofe Laws be the
Rule of their feveral A&tions ; that is,
unlefs the People obferve every Thing
.that the Laws require, and the Prince
command nothing but what the Laws
allow. ' ' B

- And as Laws are not only made, as
‘Rules, but as a common Security to
the Rights of the Society, fo the com-
-mon Security muft neceffarily conlift in
:the. punttual Execution of the Laws,
and fo far as the Society are wanting
in this refpet, that is, fo far as the
Prince fhall pretend to difpenfe with
them, and the People be carelefs in the
Execution of ’em, fo far they are de-
' feCtive
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fetive in their Duty, and wanting to
the Common Good and Security. -

For as the Prince and People are but
one Society, united together for the
‘Welfare of the whole, they muft have
a Right to each others Duty; as neceffa-
ry to the Common Good, and by Con-
gquence fo far as either Part, that is,
either Prince, or People are wanting in
their refpettive Duties to each other,
fo far they are wanting to the Com-
mon Good, which God has oblig’d them

20 Confult.

- And therefore thofe Perfons, who
fhall contribute towards this, by Mag-
nifying the Prerogative of -the Crown
fo far, as to opprefs and deftroy the
Rights of the People, or under a pre-
tence of maintaining the Rights of the
People, fhall leflen the Security of the
Crown, are equally Enemies to the
Common Good, and equally Falfe to
God and their Country.

AN

Thus we have gone thro’ the Effen-
tials of Government, relating both to
the Govern'@fese~ and Subje&ts, and
fhown
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fhown the Obligation they have to one
another ; By the fame Principles we,
may be able to Model our Notions df
the feveral Forms of it, and it parti-
cularly fhows us in the firft Place,
hew far eny Form of Government may’
be alterd. - o -

Corolary V.
How far #ny Form of Government may
o be alter'd.

We have already (hown, that every
Society has an Inherent Right, to put
themiclves under any Form of Govern-
ment that is abfolutely neceffary to
their own Welfare, according to their
feveral Circumftances; and asall Forms
of Government were Originally the Or-
dinances of Men, fo they are by Cons
fequence alterable by Men, and there-
fore there can be no fuch Right of Go-
verning in any Perfon or Family, as'ts

perly, and in its own Nature Indes
eafible : But then, tho’ all Forms of
Government were the Ordinances of
Men, yet as they were Ordain’d for the
Welfare of Society, fo-far; and no far<

ther
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ther ought they - to be alter’d, thanthe
Welfare of the Society requires the Al-
teratjon.

And fince the Welfare of the Society.
confifts as we have fhown in the Secu-
rity of the Rights and Properties of the
Society, that Form of Government one
ly can be faid tq- require an Alteration,
under which the Rights and Properties
of the Society canngt be fecurd ; . - -

And as they who are intrufted with
“the Inwrelts, and:imploy’d to A& for
the Welfare of the Society, are the on-
Iy proper Judges of its Welfare, fo by
éo'nfcquence they are not only the pro..
per Judges, when, and what Altera-
tions {hall be made, but they are the
only Perfous, that can make ’em. And
therefore in any particular Conftitution,
fuppofe this ot ours in this Kingdom,
where the Interefts of the Society are
"put into the Hands and left to the dif-
pofal of the Crown, and Parliament,
tho’ this Form of Government was
Originally the Ordinance of the Society,
and is thorefore Alterable by the Socie-
ty, yet it is not to be done by ;iny
other
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other Perfons, nor by any other Man-
ner, than by the Concurrence of the
Crown and Parliament. The Crown
cannot do it without the Parliament;
nor the Parliament without the Crown.
For tho’ we fuppofe the Rights of
Princes are ‘intirely owing to the Peo-
ple, and tho’ the People had a Power
Originally in themfelves, not to have
United under that Form, yet after they
have confented and fubmitted to it
the Power they had once, is given
away, fo long as that Union continues,
and the Power and Prerogative they -
have given their Prince, are as much
His Right, whilft He does the Duty of
their Prince, as the Priviledges they re-
ferve to themfelves are Theirs.

And therefore as He cannot Law-
fully invade their Priviledges without
Tyranny and Oppreffion, fo neither
can they Lawfully -refift His Power,
nor Intrench on His Prerogative with-
out Treafon and Rebellion.

And by Confequence in fuch a Cafe,
no Alteration can be made by either,
without the mutual confent of Both.

- This
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. This muft neceffarily be True, I
fay, fo long as this Union and’ Confti-
tution contnues :

- But fhould this Union and Conftitu-
tion expire of it felf, or be any others
wife broken and diffolv’d, by which
she. People are difcharg’d from their
Obligations to their Prince, and are by
Confequence reduced to the State they
were in, before that Union and Confti-
tution was made, as they have then
the fame Natural Right to fettle them-
folves again, either in the fame, or any
‘other Form, as if they had never been
fettled before ; fo whatever the Per{fons
in that Cafedo, who are intrufted with
- the Interefts of the Society. every Mem-

ber of the Society is oblig’d to fubmit
10.

But here then the Queftion will be,
How this Union and Conftitution can
Expire of it felf, or can be {o broken
and diffolv’d, as to put the Society ins
to fuch a State, as if that Union and
Conflitution had never beea made.

Now
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Now this may be firft upon a Sup-
pofition that the Royal Family, by
whom the Society has agreed to be Go-
vern’d in Succeffion, is kxtin&t, and fo
no Perfon has any Legal Claim to Go-
vern them ; In fuch a Cafe the Society
may put themfelves under any other
Perfons, or any other Form, becaufe
the former Conflicution is Expir'd:
Qr,

adly, The Union and Conftitution
~may be diffolv’d, when the Prince will
not fubmit to the Terms and Conditi-
ons. of the Conftitution, nor perform
the Contract by which they are Uniteds
For as the End and Reafon of Govern-
ment is the Welfare of Society in the
Security of their Rights and Proper-
ties, fo the different Forms and Confti-
tut(iions are only feveral Means to this
End:

And therefore when a Prince takes
upon Him the Government of a Peo-
ple, itis in the Nature of the Thing
fuppos’d, and He does thereby Virtu-
ally Contract and Agree, not only to
. Confulc
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Confult the Welfare of that People
.but to do it in that way, that they
‘have Appointed : So that for Inftance in
fuch a Government as ours, . where we
‘have not only our particulat Rights and
Properties, affur’d to us by Law, but
alfo fuch a certain Form and Conftitu-
tieny where no Rights can be Alien’d,
nor Laws be made, but by the Advice
and Confent of Parliament, it is in
the Nature of the Thing fuppos’d, and
He who takes upon Him this Govern-
ment,does thereby tacitly Contraét,that
He will not only preferve our Rights
and Properties, but that He will Go-
vern in this way, and according to the
Methods of this Conftitution.

And therefore when a King fhall
invade our Rights and Properties, and
willfully and defignedly take them
from us, and thereby deftroy the ve-
ry End and Reafon of his Avthority,
or when he will not govern us by Law,
nor with the Advice and Confent of
Parliament ; he overturns the Society
and diffolves the Conftitution, the
Bond and Union between him and
the Society, by which alone he be-
' comes
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-carmes theis Head, ~and’ they become
.his:. People : :And if after due Applica-
-tions - and proper Methods; fuch as
are  prefcribd - -before ; 'He perfifts
in--this Injury  without Redrefs, the
:People are as. much difcharg’d from
him, as if he had never been their
Head; and by Confequence may law--
fully confult their owrn Welfare in any
other Way, that is neceffary to that
End, as if that Conftitution had.never
been made. And whatever they do
in’ fuch_a Cafe, who are then "intru-
fted with the Interefts of the Society,
~ to alt in that Jun&ure for the Wel-
fare of the whole, 'tis the Duty of the
whole to fubmitsto ; becaufe they are
in that Cafe the higher Powers, and
indeed for that Time the whole Power ;
which Power is agreed-on all Hands,
’%tis abfolutely unlawful to refift or dif-
obey, cither by oppofing what they

¢ a Right to do, or by refufing
what they have a Right to impofe.

‘This gives us 2 Right Notion of Re-
volutions in Government, and as it
fhows us how. far Revolutions may be
Yawful, foit m? us how they are

- AR
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to be tegularly managed, and by what
Method theyyought to. be con);irwd,
.which is not, we fee by Popular Tu-
‘mults, or by any domeftick Military
Force, impofing fuch a Change upon
418, becaufe they have ftrength enpuEh
to do it, but it ought:¢o be done by
-the whole Society, that is, by the Can-
fent and Approbation of: fiich Perfons,
‘with whom the Interefts of the Socie-
ty are intruffed. - T

Indeed in.the Cafe.of a Revolution
brought about by the €onqueft &f 1
Forreign Force, whes¢ we are:put un-
der a Neceffity of fahinitting to: the
‘Conqueror in fuch ai'way, and upon
fuch Terms as He fthall impofe, here no
certain Rules can be preferib'd,’ as be
ing an extraordinay Cafe ; Only in.ge:
neral it.may be faid, that as ¢t '-057
juft Foundation of »fubrhitx‘i:ég' to.Con.
querors, is, the Neceffity:of it "to the
Welfare of thie Society, fo they,:whe
undertake to fettle that Submiffion,
ought.to get the belt Ferms they can
for the. Society, thavss; not.only for
themfelves, but for'the Wihole, anx-thi's
ought to be the End-of svury: fiep they
y : take
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. tgle'in the Sexohermée i of : thay Submif
of.; ..o vt el oo oo
Ll Fh 6 BLG0 Ul T e :
. Bus’in the! Calio: before us, we Bave
fuppdy’d a Reudlatior: to arife from the
Natural diffolution of the Conftitution;
by which, tho’ the Society have an In-
herent Right, ty put themfelves under
any other Form, and make what Alte-
ratioms they think fit, yet'ir-eamnot be
rezularly faid to be done by the Socie-
ty, ualefs it: be dosie' by fach Perfons
only, as are appointed by the Society
for that. purpofe; by which it may ap-
pear,to. ba the-ASh of the Sotiety, and
¥ cannot be Luwfally done by them,
for any osher Endy, or upon any other
Reafon, than as it is meceflary for the
Welfare of the Whole.

.. And :hisgiwea,wobcafmw refle(¥
with Pleafuye; . -upor the- kind Provis
denceof God, in our late. Revolution,
by which, He not only deliver'd us;
and -our. Pofterivy, from the apgarent
Rusa of our Libeftics and Keligion, bug
alfo'gave-us & hapgly opportubity, of
doing it by the: Concurresce. of the
wh&.»_s_ociecy, in: a;.\ regulas' Conventi«
2 on

~ 38
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on of Lords and Commons ; And by
‘this Means, having left no room for
reafonable Men to obje& againft the
Thing, or the manner of it, He has
provided both for our fafety, and our
fatisfation. o _

" Corofary VL
Whas Form of Government is beff. -

From the Principles of Governmeny!
before laid down, as- we have refdl-
ved the former Point, how far an
Form of Government may be alter’d;
fo here we may be inftruéted in that
Famous Queftion, What Form of Go-
‘'vernment is beft? 3

This is a frequent Queftion in the
Schools ; bug ’tis much more fo among
Politicians, and of fatal Confequence
to many Societies. '

Amomg,& us in England, *tis a kind
of Herefy in Politicks, not to give
the Preference to Monarchy ; And in-
deed, as Monarchy is the ‘moft Antie
cnt and Univerfal, fo onc would be

: apt
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apt to conclude it the moft natural
and therefore the moft eligible Form's

- And of all Forms of Monarchy, the
Abfolute would probably be beft, coyld
we fuppofe our Princes would be al-
ways Wife and Good ; could we be al-
ways fure of Perfons, whofe intire
Aim would be the Welfare of their
People, and whofe Prudence would
always dire&t them for the beft; and
cou’d we be fure, they would be al-
ways in wife and good Hands, an ab-
folute Form of Monarchy would feem
beft ficted, to anfwer all the Occafions
of the Publick. .

But confidering the Infirmity and -
Corruption of human Nature, it can-
not be expefted, but that we muft
fometimes fall into the Hands of weak
or wicked Princes, or that good and
wife Princes may fometimes fall into
the Hands of wicked and defigning
Councellors: And therefore fince we
can never hope, but fuch an abfolute
Dominion muft fome Time or other
degenerate into Tyranny and Oppref-
fion ; this muft be a falfe Notion of

I3 Govern-,
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overpment, as tending, to the De-
truction of the End of Goyerameny.

And fince we hayg already fhown,
that Government is oply 2 Means to
anf End, which End'is the Welfare
of Society, 'in thé Security of their |
Rights and Properties; -if Monarchy.
be the bélt Form of Government, That
by. Confequence muft be the beft Form
of Monarchy, where the Rights and
Properties of the Society are beft fe-
curd; And as the Rights of any So-
ciety are moft likely to be beft fecur’d,
where nothing can be done in Rela-
tion to their Rights, without the Ad-
vice and Confent of all Parties con-
cgrn’d, and where every Eftate amd
Condition of Men in the Society have
a Share in the Difpofal of the Af-
fairs of the Society; fo that Form of
Monarchy muft by Confequence be
beft, which is effablifb’d upon this
Foundation, which we call a limited
mixt Monarchy. '

~ But however perfe@ and natuf;.l a
Form of Governmear Monarchy of
any kind may be, yet it can:onlyfbe

aid
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faid to be geaerally beft, but not ab-
folutely ‘and univerfally fo: For if the
different Forms of Government arofe,
as we have fuppos’d, from the diffe-
rent Circumftances, and Interefts of
people, it will follow, That the Good-
nefs of any Form can only be mea-
fur’d by the particular Circumftances
and Interefts of the People, that are
Subje&t to it: And as'the Interefts of
People vary with their Circumftances,
fo the Forms of Government may be
various, and yet each be beft in its
proper Place, and by Confequence one
Form. of Government may be beft for
" this People, another for that: But yes
what particular Form would be beft
for any particular People, would be a
very hard Matter to diftinguifh nicely, -
were we now to form a new Society
in a wild and uncivilized Country.

For to judge of this exatly, it
would be neceffary perfe&tly to un-
derftand the Nature and Situation of
the Place, the Temper and Circum-
ftances of the .People, the Manner of
their Subfiftance within themfelves,

14 and
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and their Relation to and Dependance.
upon others; S

. And yet after all, when we perfeltly
underftand this, whether there be any
particular Form of Government fo ne-
neffary to the Welfare of any People,
as that they would not:be able te
fubfift under any other, ’tis very hard
to fay. T - '

Tho’ by a long Obfervation of the
United Provinces, Politicians tell us, it
is fo with them; and that no other
Government but that they live under,
could poflibly be maintain’d amongft
them ; yet as Monarchy feems to be
the moft perfe@, and the moft natu-
ral Form, fo we may reafonably think,
that generally fpeaking, that Form of
Monarchy, which is already fhown to
be beft in its own Nature, would be
generally beft for any People.

~ And where they have varied from
1t at any Time, as far'as I can find,
it has nat arifen from any Inconfi-
ftency there is in Monarchy, as fuch,
to the Interefts of thofe Societies that

are
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are otherwife modell’d ; but only from
fome accidental Cirumftances relating
to the then prefent Time and Place;
or the then prefent Temper of the Peos
ple when thofe Societies were form’d. :

And therefore in the firft Formation
of a Society, the particular Occafions
that then offer themfelves feem to be
the Rule, and the only Rule for the
firft Formation of the Model of their
Government. But when a Society is
already form’d, and a Model of Go-
vernment has been long eftablifh’d,
the only Rule of judging in this Cafe,
is the Welfare of the Society under
it: And as the Welfare of the Society
does not confift in the Largenefs and
Extent of their Dominions, much lefs
in the Grandeur and Flutter of their
Princes, but in the Enjoyment of their
Rights and Properties; fo when an
Government has been long continued,
and the People live eafily and comfor-
tably under it, and have a Profpett of
continuing fo, and for that Reafon
may be thought to like it beft, That
Government no doubt is beft for that
People :
: And
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And if fo, then finge the Governs
ment of Ezgland is not; only a Mo-
narchz, and fuch a kind of Monarchy,
as is beft in its. felf, as being limited
and mixt, where every State and Con.
dition of Men in the Society, have
a Share in the Difpofal of their
Rights and Properties, but alfo fucha
Monarchy, as we have lived for many
. Ages ealily and comfortably under,

and have a Profpelt of continuing o
for ever; and therefore fuch a Mo-
narchy as we univerfally like; it will
follow, from hence by an unavoidable
Confequence, That this Form of Go.
vernment is beft for Englend.

And by Confequence it muft be a
ftanding Maxim of Englith Politicks,
‘That this Form of Government ought
to be mamrain’d, that is, it ought to
be maintain’d, as it is eftablifh’d in
England, and therefore mot only as a
Monrarchy, or Kingly Government in
one Perfon ; but alfo fuch a Sort of,
Kingly Government, as is limited and
mixt, where no Laws can be made
by the King, but by the Concurrenc?

0
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of the People, that is, by the Advice
and Confent of Parliament.

- And as this is already prov’d to be

the beft Form of Government upon

this Confideration, That- in it every

State and Condition of Men in the
Society, have a Share in the Difpofal

of their feveral Rights : And as there

are different Eftates and Conditions of

Men amongft us, confider’d either as.
Clergy, or Laity, having not only dif-

ferent and diftin& Rights upon this

* Account, but alfo as they are diftin-

guifh'd into Lords and Commons.

And as the Parliament is made u
of all thefe, fo it will follow, That if
the Monarchy ought to be maintain’d
under the Parliamentary Limitation
eftablifh’d in England; it ought to be
fo, as that each of thefe different Con-
ditions of Men, confiderd as Lords
and Commons, and Clergy, may enjoy
their refpe@ive Parliamentary Rights
and Privileges, fo as each to have a
Share ‘in the Difpofal of Affairs.
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This is the Conftitution of the Mo-
narchy of Exgland, and therefore what-
foever tends to the Prefervation or
Deftruttion of this, in any one of thefe
feveral Refpedts, is fo far prefervative
or deftru@tive of the Intereft of Eng-
land, and l?t Confequence ought cither
to be avoided, or purfued. = ‘

If therefore we refle® upon this
Contftitution of the Monarchy, and
what is neccflary to its Prefervation
in its feveral Parts, that is, what is
neceffary for the Support and Prefer-
vation of the Monarchy it felf, confi-
der’d as the Government of a. fingle
Perfon ; or 2dly, What is neceffary
for its Support and Prefervation, con-
fider’d in Conjunftion with the Two
Houfes of Parliament, Thata due Bal-
lance between ’em be maintain’d ; or
3dly, What is neceffary to its Support
and Prefervation, as a Parliamentary
Monarchy made up of the Three E-
ftates of the Kingdom, under the In-
fluence of their Head 5 if I fay, thefe
Things be. confider’d diftinltly, this
will give us all the general Maxims

o of
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~ of Policy, relating to the Conftitution
of our Monarchy. \

What thefe Maxims are, may eafily
be difcover’d by any one of any Ob«
fervation and Experience, and twould
be ufeful to every Englifh Subje&t to
have a diftin& and perfe&t Knowledge
of them ; but fince the juft Confides
ration of that Matter would fwell
thisPaper beyond its Bounds, and make
it lefs ufeful for my Defign; I think
it proper to proceed no farther, till
I have more Lecifure and Convenis
ence. ‘

Thus you have a View of natural
Politicks, relating both to the Duties
of Governours and Subje&s, fet forth
in a Series of neceffary and .unavoid.
able Confequences from evident and
undoubted Principles, . :

Ileave every one to judge, whether
it be true, or not. Lo

But if Truth be the neceffary Re
lation, that Things bear to one ane
S ~ other,
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other, as to Agreement or Drifagiree+
ment, which I believe will be jound
to be a good Definition of it, when
from certain Primeiplés, ‘we are able
to form confiftent Schemes’ of Things, ,
ali. hanging together it a Regulas
Chaia, one Part necceffarily dependi
on .the other, in a nattral and eafy
Coumexion, this looks very like 2 Com~
fiexion of Truths. . -, "« .

;4 "This 1. eake to be the only Way of
comiag to any Certainty in the Know.-
ledge of any . Truth, and this.is the
Method I have here taken, and this
I have purfued with that Indifference,
which becomes. every one. that wauld
mot be deceiv'd: C et e il

- I have had no Regard: to Iatecch,
Prejudice or Party, but osmly to .the
Difcovery of Trash, .and 2s.1 lave
- not wifh’d to find 1it, rather on one
_®ide, than another, fo if I anv niifta.
ken, I am not in Lowve with Brrous,
but am ready to renounce upon due
&(}Mﬁon,,whmver fhall; appear to
Q. st i PR . o

Busg
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But then it is to be obferv’d, That
as I take my Notions to be neceffary
Confequences from certain and un-
- doubted Principles, the only true way
to convince me of Miftakes, is to how
me fome Errour, either in the Prin-
ciples laid down, or the Confequences
deduced from them: For fo long as
thefe are allow’d to be true, and no
Flaw be difcover’d in thefe Refpelts,
if Demonitration be Argument, my
Scheme cannot be falfe.

Thus therefore I leave it with the
Reader, and if any one {hall think
fit to oppofe what I have faid, if he
confider the Subje& with the Impar.
tiality of a Philofopher, and treat the
Author with the Civility of a Gen-
tleman; I fhall be very glad to be
better inform’d, and think my felf o-
blig’d to him, if I am Wrong, that he
would give himfelf the Trouble to fet
me Right. :

FINTIS.
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